UNDERSTANDING THE 
PROSPERITY 
AND 
FAITH MOVEMENT 





Andrew D. Robinson 


PREFACE 


This booklet has been prepared for the benefit of two groups of Christians. For those in- 
volved in the Faith Movement, who follow one or more of the Faith teachers, | pray they will 
see that what is presented as authentic Christian doctrine is, in fact, error. For those con- 
cerned about the Faith Movement, | pray this booklet will be of help in reaching out to those 
caught up in the Movement. 


In compiling the booklet, | have tried wherever possible to draw from primary sources - quot- 
ing directly from the horse’s mouth. Where | have drawn from secondary sources, | have used 
recognised works. Every quotation is fully substantiated, in shorthand immediately after each 
quote, and in full in the bibliography. 


Words that appear in square brackets [ ] in a quote have been added and do not form part of 
the original. 


This booklet is companion to audio tapes/CDs entitled Understanding the Prosperity and Faith 
Movement and should be read in conjunction with them. 


We respectfully request that you do not make copies of this booklet or the tapes/CDs. Further 
booklets and tapes/CDs and a free tape catalogue are available from the address below. 


Thank You, 


Andrew Robinson 
Pastor 


The audio tapes/CDs and this booklet are available free from: 


Steve & Diane Fitton, 7 Scholes Drive, New Moston, Manchester M40 3RX UK 
Tel: (+44) 0161 682 1157 * Email: hazelgroveministries@virginmedia.com 


For the Americas: 


Eric & Sally Oppliger, 61429 Elkhorn Street, Bend, OR 97702-2189 USA 
Tel: 541-385-5973 * Email: hazelgroveministries.usa(Øgmail.com 





PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


Before we plunge into the murky waters of the Faith Movement, | would like to share a word 
of testimony, which will hopefully explain some of my reasons for writing this booklet. Before | 
do so, a word for the critics. Opponents of the Faith Movement are often accused of not be- 
lieving in the gifts of the Spirit, and of quoting the Faith teachers out of context. Let me say at 
the outset that as a pastor, | believe in, practice and encourage the operation of the spiritual 
gifts. As far as context is concerned, | think the following pages speak for themselves. 


| was born into a devout Christian Science family and attended church regularly for 20 years. 
| was a member of the Mother Church in Boston and my branch church. My mother had ‘con- 
verted’ to Christian Science at 15 and she introduced my father to the movement in his twen- 
ties. They served the Church for many years, my father rising to the position of First Reader. 


| was born again in 1987 at the age of 35 through my wife’s witness, and was delivered from 
the effects of Christian Science. | was baptised with the Spirit on my 37" birthday, and en- 
tered full time ministry in 1991. | have a theology degree from Manchester University, once 
held credentials as an Assembly of God minister and now pastor an independent fellowship. 


| was brought up to believe that sin, sickness, disease and death were unreal, that true reality 
was spiritual and that material circumstances can be changed through right thinking. The 
principles of Christian Science work and | have witnessed many answers to prayer, including 
healing of a dramatic and permanent nature. | know now that the God of the Bible did not 
perform these, because they neither glorified the Lord Jesus nor did they lead to salvation. 
Instead they gave praise to the founder of the movement, Mary Baker Eddy (see Matthew 
7:21-23; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12). 


| remember my father being involved in a car accident, the impact of which knocked him 
through the rear windscreen of his car many yards along the road. He was taken to hospital 
as dead, but gained consciousness and immediately discharged himself to a volley of protests 
from hospital staff. He arranged a lift home and | will never forget opening the front door to 
him. He stood in a blood stained suit, arms full of documents, with a bandage covering his 
lacerated head and face. His friend was shaking so much that my father told me to make him 
a cup of tea. My father denied the reality of his injuries and within two weeks was completely 
healed. He duly gave thanks to Christian Science at the weekly testimony meeting. 


| came away from the church in my early twenties but continued to believe, and to some ex- 
tent practice, Christian Science principles, until | was saved. | refused to consult a doctor 
when suffering severely with jaundice, preferring to hobble around on a stick believing | was 
not sick. My medical records did not begin until | was nearly 30 years old, by which time | was 
beginning to accept the need for doctors. My parents had never-to my knowledge-sought 
medical help and this led to my father’s death at the age of 60. He died from renal failure, the 
result of a treatable infection, believing he was not ill. The coroner, commenting on the size 
of his kidneys, said he could not understand how he had lived so long in his condition. 


In 1997 my mother broke her hip and admitted herself to a Christian Science ‘nursing’ home. 
She lay on her back for six weeks refusing to believe her injuries were real and quietly ‘know- 
ing the truth,’ that healing comes through right thinking. | eventually persuaded her to be 
seen by a local GP and she was admitted into the hospital system for treatment. Her medical 
records began in her 80" year. Two years later, after 67 years in the Christian Science sys- 
tem, | had the privilege of leading her to the Lord. She went to glory in 1999. 


Please read the following pages, not just for the information they contain, but with a heart that 
longs for the restoration to the truth of those held captive in the snare of the Faith teachers. 


Andrew D. Robinson 
August 2004 


ROOTS AND SHOOTS 


“Thousands of Christians in Britain are being deluded by a new style of preaching that prom- 
ises untold wealth to the believer whose faith is strong enough, according to a report [Faith, 
Health and Prosperity by the Evangelical Alliance]. Followers of the so-called prosperity gos- 
pel-known by its critics as the as ‘blab it and grab it gospel’-are encouraged to believe that it 
is acceptable to pray for material wealth.... Preachers use mail-shots, television and church- 
es to persuade Christians that, by giving them money, believers will not only get out of debt, 
but they will also become rich” (Ruth Gledhill, “Poor Christians are deluded by ‘grab it’ gos- 
pel,” The Times, 4). | 


The Challenge to the Church 

“Christianity may well be facing the greatest challenge in its history: a series of powerful and 
growing seductions that are subtly changing biblical interpretations and undermining the faith 
of millions of people. Most Christians are scarcely aware of what is happening, and much less 
do they understand the issues involved” (Hunt & McMahon, 11). 


“Error, indeed, is never set forth in its naked deformity, lest, being thus exposed, it should at 
once be detected. But it is craftily decked out in attractive dress, so as, by its outward form, 
to make it appear to the inexperienced (ridiculous, as the expression may seem) more true 
than the truth itself. One far superior to me has well said, in reference to this point, ‘A clever 
imitation in glass casts contempt, as it were, on that precious jewel the emerald (which is 
most highly esteemed by some), unless it come under the eye of one able to test and expose 
the counterfeit. Or, again, what inexperienced person can with ease detect the presence of 
brass when it has been mixed up with silver?” (Irenaeus, Book 1, Preface 2). 


“The curse of the church has been her apathy to truth....” (Benjamin B. Warfield, Selected 
Shorter Writings, in Ankerberg & Weldon, 5). 


“Very little evidence of any significant knowledge of either Church history or theology is dis- 
played by Copeland, Hagin, Tilton, Crouch, and others. These men are not scholars. There 
is nothing wrong with that.... What is alarming, however, is the attitude with which these 
‘teachers’ assert their novelties, claiming divine authority for charting a new course....” (R. C. 
Sproul in Ankerberg & Weldon, 9). 


“Let us say from the outset that we have no quarrel with the sincerity of most Faith teachers. 
We freely grant that they may preach the true gospel and that God may use whatever other 
truths they do offer to encourage people...But the issue of the Faith Movement is not whether 
its teachers are sincere or whether they teach some things that are true. The issue is their 
overall message and its consequences in the life of the Church” (Ankerberg & Weldon, 5). 


What is the Prosperity & Faith Movement? 

Known interchangeably as: The Prosperity Movement; Word Movement; Word of Faith 
Movement; Word-Faith Movement; Faith Movement; Positive Confession Movement. 
Derogatory names: Name-it-and-Claim-it; Blab-it-and-Grab-it; Confess-it-Possess-it. 
Theology: Faith-formula or Positive Confession theology. 


Definitions 

Positive Confession is the main key to understanding how the Word-Faith Movement oper- 
ates. “The phrase ‘positive confession’ refers quite literally to bringing into existence what we 
state with our mouth, since faith is a confession” (Burgess & Van der Maas, 992). 


“The ‘Faith’ Movement believes that the human mind and tongue contain a supernatural abil- 
ity or power. When a person speaks expressing his faith in supposedly divine laws, his posi- 
tive thoughts and positive verbal expression allegedly produce a ‘divine force’ that will heal, 
produce wealth, bring success, and in other ways influence the environment” (Ankerberg & 
Weldon, 6). 


*...the emphasis in the Positive Confession movement... raises humankind to God's level and 
thereby creates a false pride that generates the belief...that we can purge the earth of sick- 
ness, sin and even the ‘demon of poverty” (Burgess & Van der Maas, 992). 


Spiritual Laws: “According to the ‘Faith’ teachers, God automatically responds and accom- 
plishes what we command when we positively confess our needs and desires in faith. This is 
why Christians must allegedly learn to operate their inner man or ‘spirit man’ in the power of 
the spirit world through supernatural laws, laws which will operate [they claim] for anyone, 
whether believer or unbeliever” (Ankerberg & Weldon, 6). 


Consider the following examples based on such proof texts as: Proverbs 6:2; Romans 10:8, 
4:17; 3 John 2. 


e Kenneth Copeland: “You and | are what we are today — and we have what we have to- 
day-because of what we said yesterday” (K. Copeland, Believer’s Voice of Victory, Ju- 
ly/Aug 1999). 


e Charles Capps: "Words are the most powerful thing in the universe.” "This is not theory. 
It is fact. It is spiritual law... you set them in motion by the words of your mouth...”; "God 
created the universe by the methods which you have just put into motion by the words of 
your mouth. God released his faith in words” (Capps, God's Creative Power will Work for 
You, 1-3,25, in Ankerberg & Weldon). 


e Kenneth Copeland: "We set the course of our own future. Our health, our wealth and our 
place in eternity is in our mouths. Everything about us has been, and will be determined 
by the words we speak” (K. Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory, Oct 1999). 


e Blasphemously, the Faith teachers claim that God is subject to these faith laws. (see Glo- 
ria Copeland's article, “If God Can't Do Anything Without Faith Neither Can We,” Believ- 
er’s Voice of Victory, Feb 99). 


Doctrine, Cultism and Language 

Writing in 1988, Dan McConnell observed that “with a few notable exceptions the Faith 
Movement has enjoyed increasing acceptance by charismatics, and the voices being raised 
against it are fewer and quieter. The reasons for this growing silence are twofold. First, the 
church has not seen this gospel for what it is largely because of what Walter Martin calls ‘the 
language barrier of terminology’ [from Kingdom of the Cults]. The Faith movement uses so 
much evangelical and Pentecostal terminology and so many biblical proof-texts that most be- 
lievers are lulled into a false sense of security as to its orthodoxy.... Second... Seldom if ev- 
er, has there been a gospel that promised so much, and demanded so little.” (McConnell, 
xvii). 


The doctrines of the Faith Movement go much further than the easy-believism of Positive 
Confession. Using a mixture of Biblical and metaphysical language, Faith teachers distort 
such central Christian doctrines as the Sovereignty of God, the nature of man and sin, the 
nature of faith, and the Atonement. Orthodox doctrines take on a different meaning in the 
mouths of the Faith teachers; instead of speaking with the clarity of sound Biblical interpreta- 
tion they distort the Scriptures to fit a cultic framework. “Just like its big brother mind-power, 
word-power is the ancient art of witchcraft dressed up in modern clothes” (Morrison, 469). 


“Although most people assume that the Faith theology is a product of the Pentecostal and 
charismatic movements, this assumption is not historically accurate. The historical origins of 
the Faith movement are not primarily Pentecostal or charismatic. The Faith movement can 
be traced historically to cultic sources. As a result both its doctrines and practices contain 
heretical elements” (McConnell, xviii). 


“In describing the origins of the Faith movement as ‘cultic’ we are not saying that the move- 
ment itself is a cult, or that members of the movement are cultists. Neither are we saying that 
every doctrine of Faith theology is cultic.... Much of the doctrine... is evangelical and certain- 
ly within the bounds of Christian orthodoxy. The Faith movement is not a cult in the sense 


and to the degree of Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, or Christian Science. No, the Faith 
movement is not a cult, but it is cultic, that is, it has certain doctrines that are cultic in thought 
and historical origin” (McConnell, 19). 


The Popularity and Influence of the Faith Teachers 


“Every week over one-half billion viewers world-wide watch television preachers” (1992 
figures from Michael Horton in Ankerberg & Weldon, 9). 


Trinity Broadcast Network (founders and presenters Paul & Jan Crouch) was billed in 
1999 as “The Largest Christian Television Network in the World. It operates through 750 
stations world-wide with a staggering $100m annual budget (Burgess & Van der Maas, 
1119). TBN plays host to the entire Word/Faith fraternity. 


God Digital (founders & presenters, Rory & Wendy Alec) is probably Britain’s largest 
Christian TV network, broadcasting by satellite across 144 nations & by cable to 5 million 
homes in India. (2002 figures from Angel Foundation, Partner News). A dominant 
Word/Faith culture prevails throughout the organisation. 


Kenneth Hagin: His The Word of Faith magazine has a circulation of 540,000. In 2000, 
his daily radio programme Faith Seminar on Air was heard via 300+ daily broadcasts in 
more than 120 nations. More than 53 million copies of his & Hagin Junior'125 books are 
in circulation and tape sales run at over 58,000 monthly (Burgess & Van der Maas, 687). 


Kenneth & Gloria Copeland: By 1999 they had written 58 books. Their teaching materials 
have been translated into 22 languages (Burgess & Van der Maas, 562). 


David (Paul) Yonggi Cho: Positive Confession teacher and pastor of the world’s largest 
church Yoido Full Gospel Church, Seoul, South Korea which is nearly 700,000 member 
strong (Burgess & Van der Maas, 521). 


Oral Roberts: In a 1980 Gallup Poll Oral Roberts’ name was recognised by 84% of the 
American public (Ankerberg & Weldon, 9). Vinson Synan “observed that Roberts was 
considered the most prominent Pentecostal in the world” with books sales in the tens of 
millions and TV audience of over 100million (Burgess & McGee, 759). 


Benny Hinn: His daily show This is the Day! reaches more than 210 million people in 214 
countries (Alec, 2) and his book Good Morning Holy Spirit has sold nearly 250,000 cop- 
ies. (Burgess & Van der Maas, 714). 


THE FAMILY TREE OF THE FAITH MOVEMENT 


Phineas Parkhurst Quimby 


(1802-1 Pat 


Charles Wesley Emerson 
; (1837-1908) 
Mary Baker Eddy 


(1821-1910) ji 


Essek W. Kenyon 
(1867-1948) 


U 


Kenneth E. Hagin Snr 
(1917-2003) 


L 


Kenneth Copeland 
(1937-) 


Lt 


? 





Other names could be included in the family tree but these are the major players and provide 
the key to understanding the cultic origins and development of the Faith Movement. 


Phineas P. Quimby (1802-1866) 

Recognised founder of the New Thought Movement, a religious-metaphysical healing group, 
which profoundly influenced Emerson College (see below). New Thought is basically an um- 
brella term under which such movements as Christian Science and Unity School of Christiani- 
ty are grouped. 


‘Dr. Quimby’ (as he was known to his patients and friends) studied mesmerism, spiritism, oc- 
cultism, hypnosis & other aspects of parapsychology. “He attempted to make witchcraft cred- 
ible by the use of scientific language” (Burgess & Van der Maas, 992), claiming he could heal 
by mere suggestion in the belief that illness originated in the mind and was a consequence of 
erroneous belief. He taught that the receptive mind could conquer all sickness and argued 
that: “Disease is false reasoning. False reasoning is sickness and death” (Quimby in Dress- 
er, 295). 


His claim, that there was only one cure for all diseases, namely “... the confidence of the pa- 
tient in the healer [made him] a pioneer of the mental healing of diseases” (Davies, 35). He 
wrote: "My practice is unlike all medical practice. | give no medication and make no outward 
applications. | tell the patient his troubles and that’s what he thinks is his disease, and my 
explanation is the cure. If | succeed in correcting his errors, | change the fluids in his system, 
and establish the patient in health. The truth is the cure” (Quimby in Dresser). 


Quimby developed a quasi-religious healing system, which he labelled “Christian Science.” 
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He popularised his theory of the “Science of Health” believing that disease originated in the 
mind, the result of “false reasoning.” He wrote: “if | believe | am sick, | am sick, for my feel- 
ings are my sickness, and my sickness is my belief, and my belief is my mind. Therefore all 
disease is in the mind or belief (Quimby in Dresser, 186). From this seedbed, the classic Faith 
doctrines of healing and positive/negative confession sprout. Kenneth Hagin writes: “It makes 
a great deal of difference what one thinks.... The reason why they [sick people] are not 
healed is because they are thinking incorrectly (Hagin, Right & Wrong Thinking, 19). 


Quimby’s metaphysical beliefs are backed ad-nauseam by Scripture, which he twists out of all 
recognisable shape to suit his purposes. He practised healing through virtual mesmerism to 
prove his point. He depersonalised God and taught that man was master of his own destiny, 
able to shape and control circumstances through the power of mind and speech. This is cen- 
tral Faith dogma, and can be found throughout the writings of every major Faith teacher. Con- 
sider this example of Kenneth Copeland’s metaphysics: “We set the course of our own fu- 
ture. Our health, our wealth and our place in eternity is in our mouths. Everything about us 
has been, and will be determined by the words we speak” (K. Copeland, Believers Voice of 
Victory, Oct 1999). 


New Thought Metaphysics defined 

At its simplest, metaphysics is a philosophical system that attempts to work out “the most 
basic structure of reality, not by observation and experiment, as in science, but by systematic 
and critical thought, seeking to analyse, test and connect such concepts as ‘cause’, ‘quality’, 
‘matter’, ‘mind’...” (Sturch, 422f). 


Metaphysics teaches that the true nature of reality is spiritual, not material. God is impersonal, 
not sovereign, reduced to a set of spiritual laws which man can manipulate through positive 
mental attitude and positive confession to produce material blessing. Alternatively, negative 
attitude produces discord, which Quimby and Eddy called “error.” Metaphysics lays great 
stress on the divine nature of man and the fact that sin, sickness and poverty are the result of 
incorrect thinking. 


Charles Emerson (1837-1908) 

Founder of Emerson College of Oratory (Boston, Mass. USA) in 1880 which became a 
“spawning ground for New Thought philosophical ideas” (Burgess & van der Maas, 992). Em- 
erson was eclectic (a collector of religions) and followed Unitarianism, Platonism, New 
Thought, Swedenborgianism and quasi-Darwinianism. “In his 40 years of ministry, Emer- 
son's theology evolved from Congregationalism, to Universalism, to Transcendentalism, to 
New Thought, and ended, at last, in the most rigid and dogmatic of all metaphysical cults, 
Christian Science” (McConnell, 37). He joined the Christian Science Church in 1903, remain- 
ing a member until his death in 1908. 


Kenyon was a student at Emerson College. The major tenets taught at the College in Ken- 
yon's time are listed below (see McConnell, 40, for a more detailed list). 
i. All primary causes are internal forces.... 
ii. Mind is primary and causative.... 
iii. The remedy for all defects and all disorder is metaphysical, beyond the physical, in the 
realm of causes, which are mental and spiritual... 
iv. God is immanent, indwelling Spirit, All-Wisdom, All-Goodness, ever-present in the uni- 
verse. 
v. Therefore, evil can have no place in the world as a permanent reality; it is the absence 
of good.... 
vi. It [New Thought] would proclaim to man his freedom from the necessity of belief in dis- 
ease, poverty, and all evil as a part of God’s plan.... 
vii. It [New Thought] robs death of its sting, though not specifically denying its reality; takes 
the terror out of disease; crowns life with joy and health and abundance that are the 
rightful inheritance of every child of God. 


Of particular influence at the College was Ralph Waldo Trine (1866-1958), “one of the most 


brilliant articulators and authors of New Thought metaphysics” (McConnell, 41). Classmate 
and tutor to Essek Kenyon, his impact on Faith theology is considerable. He demoted God 
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and deified man in his belief that “in essence the life of God and the life of man are identically 
the same.... They differ not in essence, in quality, they differ in degree” (Trine in Martin, 145). 
On the power of the human mind Trine concluded, “The law of correspondence between spir- 
itual and material things is wonderfully exact in its workings. People ruled by the mood of 
gloom attract to them gloomy things.... Rags, tatters, and dirt are in the mind before being on 
the body” (Trine in Martin, 146). These are classic Faith doctrines and would fare equally 
well in the mouths of Kenyon, Hagin, Copeland and Hinn as they did in Trine’s. 


Try as Kenyon did to christianise these doctrines, nothing can mask the indelible metaphysi- 
cal hallmarks that dominate his 18 books. It should therefore come as no surprise when we 
encounter the self-same same doctrines in the writings of today’s Faith teachers. They may 
well suppress the truth but the fact remains that the entire culture of today’s Faith Movement 
is shaped and governed by New Thought metaphysics. 


Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910) 

Founder of the Christian Science Movement in 1866, Eddy established her first church in 
1879 in Boston, Massachusetts. She was Pastor Emeritus. She also established and was 
president of Massachusetts Metaphysical College, which closed after limited success. 


Eddy was influenced by the writings of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) one of the 
greatest German philosophers of his time. His metaphysical system was set down by Francis 
Lieber whose work Eddy plagiarised (although this is hotly contested by Christian Scientists; 
see Martin, 112,113). Hegel believed God to be an absolute idea, not understood as Person 
but process- a view systematised by Eddy throughout her writings. 


Eddy was also influenced by Phineas Quimby by whom she was cured of ‘spinal inflamma- 
tion’ in 1862. She spent two years lecturing on his cures and essentially ‘christianised’ his 
system. After his death, she plagiarised his writings but claimed originality, stating that her 
beliefs were the result of direct revelation whilst reading the Bible in 1866. She claims that “in 
following the leadings of scientific revelation, the Bible was my only textbook.... No human 
tongue nor pen taught me the Science contained in this book, SCIENCE AND HEALTH...” 
(Eddy, Science & Health, 110; emphasis in original). 


Mrs Eddy’s indebtedness to Quimby is greater than either Mrs Eddy or Christian Scientists 
have been prepared to admit. His manuscripts, since published, show that he referred to his 
mind-healing system as Christian Science and that he called disease an error — a central ten- 
et of Christian Science. As has been said “...history tells us that as Mrs. Eddy was the moth- 
er of Christian Science, so Phineas Parkhurst Quimby was undoubtedly its father” (Martin, 
112). The controversy showing the parallels between Quimby and Eddy was well aired in the 
American press (see New York Times. 10 July 1904). 


Christian Science Doctrine 

Christian Science differs from New Thought in that Eddy flatly denied the reality of the materi- 
al world. She wrote about the “unreality of disease, sin, and death” claiming that “all forms of 
error are uprooted... by the establishment, through reason, revelation, and Science, of the 
nothingness of every claim of error” (Eddy, ‘Unity of Good,’ 8, Prose Works). 


Some metaphysicians have been led to claim that “time is an illusion” but Mary Baker Eddy 
insisted that sickness, disease, and death, are illusion or unreality. She wrote: “What is the 
cardinal point of the difference in my metaphysical system? This: that by knowing the unreali- 
ty of disease, sin, and death, you demonstrate the allness of God. This difference wholly 
separates my system from all others. The reality of these so-called existences | deny, be- 
cause they are not to be found in God, and this system is built on Him as the sole cause. It 
would be difficult to name any previous teachers, save Jesus and his apostles, who have thus 
taught” (Eddy, ‘Unity of Good’, 9f, Prose Works, emphasis in original). 


e Atonement 

“One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires 
constant self-immolation [self-denial] on the sinner’s part. That God’s wrath should be vented 
upon His beloved Son is divinely unnatural. Such a theory is man-made. The atonement is a 
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hard problem in theology, but its scientific explanation is, that suffering is an error of sinful 
sense which Truth destroys...” (Eddy, Science & Health, 23). 


e Man 

“Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones and other material elements. 
The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God. Matter is not 
that likeness... “Man is spiritual and perfect... Man is incapable of sin, sickness and death. 
The real man cannot depart from holiness...” (Eddy, Science & Health, 475). Faith theology 
asserts likewise that the real man is the spirit man. 


e Reality i 

“All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is 
good, and He makes all that is made. Therefore the only reality of sin, sickness, or death is 
the awful fact that unrealities seem real to human, erring belief, until God strips off their dis- 
guise. They are not true, because they are not of God” (Science & Health, 472). 


“All forms of error are uprooted in [Christian] Science, on the same basis whereby sickness is 
healed, -namely, by the establishment, through reason, revelation, and [Christian] Science, of 
the nothingness of every claim of error, even the doctrine of heredity and other physical caus- 
es” (Eddy, Unity of Good’, 8, Prose Works). This is the basis of Faith healing. 


e Healing 

Eddy claimed she had rediscovered the ‘lost’ art of healing. She wrote, “Jesus demonstrated 
the power of Christian Science to heal mortal minds and bodies. But this power was lost sight 
of, and must again be spiritually discerned, taught, and demonstrated according to Christ's 
command, with ‘signs following’ * (Eddy, Science & Health, 110). 


It was Eddy’s emphasis on healing that attracted Kenyon to Christian Science (Kenyon, The 
Wonderful Name, 69,70) and he is on record as saying that “all that Christian Science lacks is 
the blood of Jesus Christ” (Kennington in McConnell, 25), a staggering statement when we 
consider Christian Science teaches that “one sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay 
the debt of sin” (Eddy, Science and Health, 23). 


Many preventable and unnecessary deaths have occurred in Christian Science through the 
refusal to accept medical aid. See for example the case of Kathy McKown, a Christian Scien- 
tist, convicted of negligence by Hennepin District Court jury, Minnesota in 1993 over the death 
of her 11-year-old son. The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, was one of the seven 
defendants found culpable and ordered to pay punitive damages totally $9 million (Christianity 
Today, 4 Oct, 1993). Similar cases can be cited in the Faith Movement. 


Kenyon openly admitted he had drunk deeply from the wells of Christian Science. Indeed, 


one of his former students wrote of him that he had ‘baptised’ and incorporated many of Ed- 
dy’s teachings into his books (McConnell, 15). 
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DOCTRINES AND DEVELOPMENTS: 
THE ROLE OF E. W. KENYON 


“It has been said of the United States that it is ‘the great melting pot’ for the people of the 
world. And the contents of that pot would not be complete unless it also included the religions 
of those masses that now make up the populace of America” (Martin, 11). 


The Faith Movement, like its religious counterpart Mormonism, is one of America's most suc- 

cessful exports, influencing millions world-wide. Faith teachers of every nationality can be 

found the world over and like the Mormon missionary with his distinctive haircut and suit, is 

easy enough to identify if we know what to look for. Look closely at: 

i. Their personal testimony — what they say about themselves and their subject. 

li. Their materials— the doctrines they teach, write about and broadcast. 

jii. Their associations — who they relate to and minister with (especially on TV); what 
they say about other Faith teachers and what others say about them. 

iv. The publishing houses and ministry outlets they use; where their books are produced 
and distributed. 


It is much debated in Pentecostal circles whether the roots of the Faith Movement are Pente- 
costal or cultic. In my view, a close study of Kenyon’s work proves conclusively that they are 
cultic. Dan McConnell’s A Different Gospel has been described by one scholar as a “rigorous 
thesis that the Word of Faith movement is a cultic wolf dressed in Pentecostal sheep’s cloth- 
ing” (Perriman, 66) which | believe is an apt description. 


In the light of these things we turn now to the most important member of the Faith family, Es- 
sek Kenyon, whose writings channel central Mind Science doctrines into mainstream Pente- 
costalism. 


Essek William Kenyon (1867-1948) 

Kenyon was converted to Christianity between the ages of 15 and 19 through his mother’s 
influence. In 1886 at the age 19 he preached his first sermon in a Methodist church. He was 
zealous and self-educated, and all his degrees, including his doctorate, are honorary. 


Kenyon left the Methodist Church and at the turn of the nineteenth century engaged in rural 
evangelism, founding a few Primitive Baptist Churches. By request, he began regular Bible 
studies, which led to the establishment of Bethel Bible Institute in 1900, which he superin- 
tended until 1923. He itinerated for 3 years with great success across the denominations but 
stayed on the fringes of Pentecostalism. In 1926 he pastored an independent Baptist church 
and in 1931 began his radio programme, “Kenyon’s Church of the Air” which enjoyed consid- 
erable success. 


Kenyon wrote 18 books, including 2 complete Bible courses; they are still published, with 
some editions running to over 20 printings. They contain the Kenyon Legacy, the canon of 
Faith theology which sets standards in Biblical interpretation for the Faith teachers. 


Kenyon died in 1948 at the age of 80. In that year, circulation of his magazine Kenyon’s Her- 
ald of Life stood at 20,000. He left enough material for the publication of additional 12 books. 


e Spiritual & Religious influences 

In the early 1890s, Kenyon stayed in Boston — a spawning ground for metaphysical systems 
of thought. Many voices spoke into his spiritual ear and his books are peppered with meta- 
physical terminology. He was conversant with the inner workings of Christian Science and 
New Thought. 


Unitarianism: \t is well documented by Kenyon that he regularly attended services at a Unitar- 
ian church and listened to Savage, “one of the most powerful architects and expositors of Uni- 
tarian thought” (Kenyon, Reality 2 (Oct 1904), 4, in McConnell, 34). Unitarians deny such 
core doctrines as the Trinity, Virgin Birth, Deity of Christ and Vicarious atonement. Many Uni- 
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tarians were drawn first into Transcendentalism then to New Thought. 


Emerson College of Oratory, wnere Kenyon enrolled in 1892. Emerson was inundated with 
metaphysical, cultic ideas & practices and had been heavily influenced by Phineas Quimby 
the pioneer of New Thought metaphysics. The College operates on different lines today. 


e Metaphysical Language in Kenyon 

Kenyon (like other Faith teachers) constantly makes disclaimers that his theology must not be 
confused with the metaphysical cults; in this way he hopes to disarm his audience. McConnell 
makes a very important point when he notes that “the typical pattern in such instances is to 
disclaim any similarities with cultic teachings on a particular topic and then proceed to teach 
exactly what the cults teach” (McConnell, 45). Consider the following examples: 


i. “We are not dealing with mysticism, philosophy or metaphysics. We are dealing with 
realities... we are dealing with the basic laws of man’s being, the great spiritual laws 
that govern the unseen forces of life” (Kenyon, The Hidden Man, 35). Having denied 
he is dealing with metaphysical doctrine, Kenyon proceeds to teach metaphysical re- 
ality, that spiritual law — not God- governs the world. This unbiblical view of God is 
known as deism (McConnell, 45). 


ii. “This is not a new metaphysics or philosophy. This is reality. This is God breaking 
into the sense realm. This is God imparting His own nature to the human spirit” 
(Kenyon, The Hidden Man, 137). The sense realm is a favourite metaphysical ex- 
pression of Kenyon’s, by which he means the material world (T.L. Osborn uses this 
expression throughout his Kenyon-indebted book Healing the Sick). Kenyon taught 
that the spiritual and physical realms are independently exclusive, that “...man deals 
only in the sense knowledge realm [and] God deals in the spiritual realm” (Kenyon, 
What Happened from the Cross to the Throne, 59). This unbiblical system is known 
as dualism (se McConnell, 45). 


iii. “This is not psychology or metaphysics. This is absolute fact. God becomes a part 
of our very consciousness” (Kenyon, The Hidden Man, 137). This metaphysical belief 
is known as the deification of man and Kenyon taught it repeatedly, claiming that man 
“is in the same class as God” (Kenyon, The Two Kinds of Faith, 46). This is the basis 
of the ‘little gods doctrine’ espoused by the majority of Faith teachers as Copeland 
writes: “Adam was created in God’s class” (K. Copeland, The Power of the Tongue, 
8). 


It is hardly surprising to discover the self-same disclaimers in the writings of the Faith teach- 
ers. Consider Hagin’s disclaimer: “When | preach on the mind it frightens some congrega- 
tions! They immediately think of Christian Science. Nevertheless, the Bible does have a 
great deal to say about the mind” (Hagin, Right and Wrong Thinking, 18,19). Hagin then pro- 
ceeds to teach the precise doctrine he has just disclaimed. 


e Christian Science, the Challenge to Kenyon 

On the success of Christian Science, Kenyon wrote, “We cannot ignore the amazing growth 
of Christian Science, Unity, New Thought, and Spiritism.... We cannot close our eyes to the 
fact that in many of our cities... Mrs. Eddy has a stronger following today and a larger at- 
tendance at her churches than have the old-line denominations.... This is a libel upon the 
modern church-it is not only a libel but a challenge” (Kenyon, The Wonderful Name of Jesus, 
69,70). 


“Kenyon’s use of the term ‘spiritual scientist’ is a perfect example of his assimilation of New 
Thought metaphysics into his theology.” “In describing his theology as ‘spiritual science’... 
Kenyon was espousing the typical metaphysical line that his principles were a science of the 
Spiritual realm and not just another religion” (McConnell, 46). 


Testimony of a Kenyonite: “At one time | was a blind follower of E. W. Kenyon.... Now with 


the passing of time and with a little more understanding | have come to realize that E. W. 
Kenyon has simply ‘baptized’ many concepts from Christian Science. In so doing, he became 
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a source for a form of ‘Pentecostal Christian Science,’ even though Kenyon himself was not a 
Pentecostal” (John Kennington, “E. W. Kenyon and the Metaphysics of Christian Science,” 
unpublished written statement, Portland, Oregon, July 8, 1986, in McConnell, 15). 


e Summary of Kenyon’s Influence 

“Kenyon’s legacy in the Faith Movement is not the genius of his biblical interpretation, but 
rather, his syncretism of cultic ideas. It is these ideas-the concepts syncretized from meta- 
physics, of healing, positive confession, and prosperity-that account for the success of the 
movement” (McConnell, 51; syncretism is the attempt to mix together beliefs that are mutually 
incompatible; (a little like trying to make a mixture of oil and water). 


Kenyon’s Theology — Foundation of the Faith Movement 
Unless otherwise stated the following quotes are all taken from Kenyon’s books and are illus- 
trative of his entire theological system. Similar quotes can be found throughout his writings. 


e Creation 
“Faith-filled words brought the universe into being, and faith-filled words are ruling that world 
today.” "God's creation is ruled by Words” (Two Kinds of Faith, 76,20). 


“God is a faith Spirit. He brought the universe into being by faith” (Hidden Man, 35). 


e Sovereignty of God 
“It seems that God is limited by our prayer life, that He can do nothing for humanity unless 
someone asks Him to do it” (The Two Kinds of Faith, 76). 


e Nature of Man 
This is the basis of the ‘little gods’ doctrine espoused by William Branham, John G. Lake and 
taught by virtually every faith teacher today). 


*...Man is in the same class with God. He is an eternal being. He is a spirit being” (What 
Happened from the From the Cross to the Throne, 62). 


Man was made, not a little lower than angels (Ps 8:3,4) but “a little lower than God.” “In oth- 
er words, when man was created he was made as near like Deity as it was possible for Deity 
to create him” (The Father and His Family, 32). 


Adam “ruled not only the animal creation but he also ruled the laws of creation. He ruled the 
very stars in their courses. He was God's under-ruler” (The Father and His Family, 32). 


“Man belongs to God's class.... Before he committed sin, he had Dominion over all the an- 
gels and demons’ (The Father and His Family, 34; capitalisation in original). 


e The Fall 

“What was the nature of man’s original transgression? It could not have been a broken law.... 
The sin of Adam was the crime of High Treason. God had conferred on him the legal authori- 
ty to rule the Universe... Adam turned this legal dominion into the hands of God’s enemy, the 
Devil. This sin is unpardonable!” (The Father and His Family, 35,36). 


e The Sin Nature 

“Man becomes death-doomed, Satan’s servant. He is born again. He is more than a sinner; 
he is sin. A new nature enters into him.... Man's spirit undertakes a change; he has become 
a partaker of the Satanic nature, spiritual death, and dies spiritually. He suddenly becomes a 
hater of God; his whole nature is rebellion toward God” (The Father and His Family, 37). 


“Satan breathed into Adam his own nature. Adam was actually born again in the Garden [of 
Eden].” “Into his [Adam’s] spirit, Satan now poured his own nature. Man instantly became a 
liar, a cringing, cowardly being. That nature has been reproduced in the human race down 
through the ages.” (Cross to the Throne, 60). This is the foundation of the doctrine of the 
atonement as taught by the Faith teachers. It necessitates belief in Jesus being united with 
Satan on the Cross-, and being born-again in hell. 
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e Satan’s Authority 

Adam's sin “...gave Satan universal dominion over God's creation...” Therefore “God has 
been obliged through the long period of human history to recognize Satan’s legal standing, 
and legal right and authority.” “He [God] is Almighty, but He has never taken advantage of 
Satan. Adam had legally transferred to him the Authority with which God had invested him” 
(The Father and His Family, 36,38,39). 


“If you will notice, all through the Scriptures God and the angels treat Satan with a certain 
deference; they recognize his legal dominion. If Satan did not have legal dominion, why is it 
that God, who is Almighty, did not put him out of business and drive him off the earth into his 
eternal prison house? But God could not do it” (The Father and His Family, 58). 


“Satan, then, has legal rights that God must and does recognize.... There can be no plan of 
redemption nor theological system that does not recognize Satanic dominion. There can be 
no excuse for God, if this dominion is not a legal dominion; for if God has a legal right to dis- 
possess the Devil and put him out of dominion and does not do it, He necessarily becomes 
guilty of all the acts of the Devil.... God has no right to dispossess the devil until man’s lease 
of dominion expires” (The Father and His Family, 58). 


e Blood Covenant 

According to Kenyon, God and Abraham are blood brothers. Abraham has covenant rights 
which God is bound by, hence “...God refused to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah until He had 
talked it over with Blood Covenant friend, Abraham” (Two Kinds of Faith, 76). 


“Practically all the prayers of the Old Testament were prayers of Covenant men. They had to 
be answered. God had to give heed to their petitions” (Two Kinds of Faith, 77). 


e Incarnation 
*... No one could kill Jesus. His body was not mortal. It did not become mortal until He hung 
on the cross” (What Happened from the Cross to the Throne, 31). 


“If Jesus’ body had been like yours and mine, then He was not deity, He was not a Substitute, 
and He did not die for our sins; He merely died as a martyr” (/dentification, 16). 


e Atonement 

Faith teachers generally make two mistakes when defining the doctrine of the Atonement. 
First, instead of basing it firmly in the Person and work of Christ, and interpreting it in that 
light, they ground the Atonement in the doctrines of man and sin. Second, the doctrines of 
man and sin are not determined Biblically but metaphysically. In order therefore to under- 
stand the following pronouncements we must learn to think like the Faith teachers. 


Virtually every Faith teacher believes that when Jesus said, "it is finished", it wasn't. The rea- 
son being that they define death in spiritual not physical terms. They therefore argue that the 
physical death of Jesus alone was insufficient to pay the price for sin. They claim the real 
death Jesus suffered was spiritual. This belief is foundational to their doctrine of the Atone- 
ment and the basis for interpreting the following. 


“ When Jesus said ‘It is finished,’ the Abrahamic Covenant had come to an end, so far as 
Israel was concerned” (Cross to the Throne, 60, 50). 


“You remember that He [Jesus] uttered the sentence, ‘It is finished.’ You can now understand 
that He did not mean that He had finished His substitutionary work, but that he had finished 
the work the Father gave Him to do first” (Cross to the Throne, 47). According to Kenyon this 
work was threefold: obedience to the Father’s will, fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant and 
the keeping of the Mosaic Law. 


“He [Jesus] died for the sins under the First Covenant” (Cross to the Throne, 53). 


"Jesus died twice on the cross.... He died spiritually before He died physically.... In other 
words Jesus had to die spiritually before He could die physically" (/dentification, 43; this theo- 
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ry is based on Isaiah 53:9 where Kenyon argues “death” is plural, hence two deaths!). 


“If the physical death of Jesus paid the penalty of Sin as some contend, then why is it neces- 
sary that a Christian die.... If physical death is the penalty for sin, then why do not the whole 
human race pay their own penalty and save themselves, for all die? But we hold that the 
physical death of Jesus did not touch the sin issue at all; it was only a means to an end, 
and the real suffering of Jesus, the Substitute, must be spiritual as well as physical” (The Fa- 
ther and His Family, 118; my emphasis). 


“If His [Jesus'] death paid it [the price of sin], then every man could die for himself.” “When 
He [Jesus] was made sin, He was turned over by God to the Adversary.... When Jesus died 
His spirit was taken by the Adversary, and carried to the place where the sinner's spirit goes 
when he dies” (Cross to the Throne, 46,47). 


“He [Jesus] is spiritually dead. The worm.... He has been lifted up as a serpent. Serpent is 
Satan [based on John 3:14]. Jesus knew He was going to be lifted up, united with the Ad- 
versary.” “He must partake of the dread nature of the Adversary.... Satan would be- 
come His master” (What Happened from the Cross to the Throne, 44, 33; my emphasis). 


“It is evident that the whole demon host, when they saw Jesus in their power simply intended 
to swamp Him... and they held Him in fearful bondage until the cry came forth from the 
Throne of God that Jesus had met the demands of justice... (Wonderful Name of Jesus, 9). 


“Hurling back the hosts of demons, He [Jesus] became the Master of Hell” (The Father and 
His Family, 134), “the first born out of spiritual death, the first person who was ever born 
again” (Cross to the Throne, 62). 


Theological Framework 

The chart on the page facing is a summary of Kenyon’s system; this is the basic theological 
structure of the Faith Movement from Creation to Atonement. As can be seen, every single 
Biblical doctrine is corrupted. The problem is that most Christians have simply no idea how 
systematic the error is, and naively believe that they can eat from the Faith tree without any ill 
effects. The plain facts are, you can’t. Sooner or later the poison will get into your system. 


Thankfully, not all the Faith teachers take their ideas to the nth degree of Kenyon's error; 
however, because they all stand on the same doctrinal foundation, the potential is there. 
Building doctrine is like hanging wallpaper: if we get the first piece straight, the rest will line 
up. The Atonement is our starting point, from which all other doctrines take their bearings. If 
this doctrine does not line up with God’s Word (and in Faith theology it does not) then other 
doctrines will not. Sadly, the plumb line of truth is not a tool that the Faith teachers are overly 
familiar with. 
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THE FAITH MOVEMENT - THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 


God 
God is a spirit being with a physical body. He created the world by first visual- 
ising it, then bringing it into being by speaking faith-filled words. God can do 
nothing without releasing His faith. His world is governed by spiritual laws, 
which He and man are subject to. Both believer and unbeliever alike can acti- 
vate these laws if they know how they operate. Life (God’s & man’s) is gov- 
erned by faith and the power of words. God is impersonal, not sovereign. 


Man 
Man is a spirit being, a little god, and created in God’s class. Adam was an 
exact physical replica of God with the same power to create or destroy using 
‘positive confession’. God gave Adam complete authority over the entire crea- 
tion (including sun, moon, stars & angels), and established him as the ruler (the 
god) of the world. 


Fall 
When Adam broke God's law he committed High Treason. He was estranged 
from God, died spiritually, and received the sin nature in his spirit. The sin na- 
ture is Satan’s nature. Adam forfeited his God-given authority and Satan took 
legal possession of the world. God could not re-enter the world because it no 
longer belonged to Him. Had God tried, Satan would have defeated Him on 
legal grounds, and taken His place as ruler of universe. God was on the out- 
side looking in. He had to find a legal way back into the earth to establish His 
plan of salvation. 


Abraham 
After years of searching for the right man, God finally struck a deal with Abra- 
ham, to whom he covenanted land, property, offspring and wealth. In return, 
Abraham allowed God to work His purposes through him. God had found in 
Abraham, a legal way to work in the world. Christians can enjoy the same ‘di- 
vine’ rights as Abraham. 


Messiah 
God could not make a new Adam from the earth because (a) the earth didn't 
belong to Him, and (b) the earth was cursed because of Adam. So He began 
to exercise faith, confessing over and over through the prophets, “Messiah is 
coming.” Finally, in spite of impossible odds, the Word became a living reality 
in the womb of Mary. Jesus, God‘s Word, His Positive Confession, was spoken 
into being. 


Atonement 
Jesus must die twice. His physical death alone was insufficient to redeem us. 
If physical death was sufficient anyone could have paid the price. The sin na- 
ture is satanic and Jesus had to die spiritually and receive in His own spirit the 
nature of Satan. He became one with Satan on the Cross. Satan defeated Je- 
sus on the Cross, dragged Him into hell where he was tormented for 3 days 
and nights for our redemption. But Satan had acted illegally: Jesus was inno- 
cent and death had no hold over Him. At the end of 3 days and nights new life 
surged into Jesus’ being; he came alive, the first born-again man. He had de- 
feated Satan in hell and reclaimed the keys of Adam’s lost authority. 
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INTRODUCING THE FAITH TEACHERS 





Having established in principle that the entire Faith Movement rests on the work of Essek 
Kenyon we will now consider Hagin’s role in shaping the Faith Movement. We will also meet 
the main members of the Faith Movement and examine their interrelationships, a key to un- 
derstanding how the Movement operates. 


It is also important to consider the role played by the pre-& post-2" World War healing evan- 
gelists. As the metaphysical stream flooded into the emerging Pentecostal Movement, men 
like John G. Lake, John Alexander Dowie, A.A. Allen, William Branham, T.L. Osborn and Oral 
Roberts gave the health and wealth gospel credence. This has led Hanegraaff to conclude 
that, “The Faith Movement was spawned by the unholy marriage of 19"century New Thought 
metaphysics with the flamboyance and abuses of post-World War II revivalism” (Hanegraaff, 
Christian Research Journal, 7). 


Warning 

A close reading of 2 Peter 2 is of particular value in understanding the Lord's attitude to the 
Faith Movement as is 2 Corinthians 11:12-15 where the word metaschematizo (translated 
‘transformed’ or ‘disguised’) is used of false apostles who fashion their appearance in such a 
way as to look like the genuine article. 


When error is extracted from the books of the Faith teachers, and examined in its ‘naked de- 
formity’ (Irenaeus), it isn’t too difficult to identify. But people do not read the Faith teachers 
like that; they read the error in the context of the rest of the teaching and sadly swallow the 
error with the truth without realising it. If the Faith teachers wrote nothing but raw error fewer 
people would fall for the lies. So, although it is right to examine the errors in isolation from the 
text, we can only truly understand the scale of the deception when we consider the overall 
message in which the error is found. 


As Hank Hanegraaff states: "Not everything these teachers espouse is wrong. If these men 
and women promoted nothing but error, their audiences would shrink to insignificance. It is 
sometimes possible to watch 15 minutes of a Faith broadcast and wonder what the fuss is all 
about, since we may see and hear nothing worthy of censure, but it is what occurs on minute 
16 that ought to rock us on our heels, for it is the fatal error mixed in with the truth that makes 
the Faith movement so dangerous” (Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis, 13; original emphasis). 


Most people in the Faith camp that | have spoken to have no idea that the Faith Movement is 
based upon a blasphemous atonement. Some refuse to believe it even when presented with 
material from the Faith teachers themselves. Others acknowledge errors like the spiritual 
death of Jesus, but continue to listen to Copeland, Hagin and Hinn. Those challenged often 
become aggressive, refusing to accept that if the root is bad so too is the fruit (Mat 7:15-23; 
Rom 11:16), but what they fail to realise is that the atonement is the bedrock of the Christian 
faith, upon which every doctrine is based. To accept a gospel based upon a false atonement 
is to reject Paul’s warning: “But if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gos- 
pel contrary to what we have preached, he is to be accursed!” (Gal 1:8). 


Metaphysics Revisited : 

We have explored the historical roots of E.W. Kenyon, examined his theological framework 
and seen how he attempted to christianise New Thought & Christian Science beliefs through 
the use of biblical language. Following its leader, the Faith Movement has streamlined Ken- 
yon's metaphysical concepts, passing them off as scripturally authentic. 


One of the dangers of the metaphysical system of the Faith Movement is that it is dualistic in 
essence, stressing equality between positive and negative spiritual law. Faith theology teach- 
es that our circumstances (including health and wealth) are governed entirely by what we 
think and say. Positive thinking and confession produces blessing, negative thoughts and 
words produce insufficiency and curse. It begins in the mind. Virtually every Faith teacher 
tries to justify his or her use of these methods even though they know that the mind sciences, 
cultists and occultists practice them with success. 
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Yonggi Cho explains how the system works: “Non-Christians from all over the world are in- 
volved in transcendental meditation and Buddhistic meditation.... In Sokagakkai [an eastern 
religion] they draw a picture of prosperity, repeating phrases over and over, trying to develop 
the human spiritual fourth dimension; and these people are creating something.... 
Sokagakkai has applied the law of the fourth dimension and has performed miracles... but in 
Christianity there is only talk about theology and faith” (Cho, 64). 


By dumbing down theology- a favourite ploy of the faith teachers-Cho opens the minds of the 
readers to accept unbiblical revelation. The ‘law of the fourth dimension,’ described above, is 
practised by occultists the world over, yet Cho and others blindly assert it is biblical, presum- 
ably because it works. But truth is not established by whether something works or not, but 
whether it is biblical. The magicians in Pharaoh’s palace performed signs, but they did so 
through magic. The spiritual laws of the ‘fourth dimension’ into which Cho and others tap, are 
occultic and no amount of scriptural backing can change that fact. 


The Kenyon Legacy 

Kenyon's daughter, wrote: "They've [the Faith teachers] all copied from my dad. They've 
changed it a bit and added their own touch... but they couldn’t change the wording. The Lord 
gave him words and phrases. He coined them. They can't put it in any other words... It’s 
very difficult for some people to be big enough to give credit to somebody else” (Ruth Kenyon 
Houseworth, taped interview, Lynnwood, Wash., Feb 19, 1982, in McConnell, 3). 


Former Kenyonite, John Kennington, wrote: “Today Kenyon’s ideas are in the ascendancy. 
Via the electronic church or in the printed page | readily recognize not only Kenyon’s con- 
cepts, but at times | recognize pure plagiarism, for | can almost tell you book, chapter, and 
page where the material is coming from. Kenyon has become the ‘father’ of the so-called 
‘faith’ movement” (Kennington, in McConnell, 5). 


McConnell states:”...it would not be overstated to say that the very doctrines that have made 
Kenneth Hagin and the Faith movement such a distinctive and powerful force within the inde- 
pendent charismatic movement are all plagiarised from E. W. Kenyon” (McConnell p7). 


“The major historical root of the Faith movement is, of course, E.W. Kenyon. Because of 
Hagin’s success in the ministry, Kenyon’s teachings have become the foundational principles 
of the Faith movement. Moreover, because of the wild success of the Faith movement, Ken- 
yon's teachings are now widely accepted throughout much of the independent charismatic 
movement. This means that the root of the major branch of the charismatic movement is cul- 
tic in nature. And if the root is cultic, then so must be the fruit” (McConnell, 67). 


The importance of the Kenyon legacy to the Faith Movement cannot be overemphasised. In 
theological terms, without Quimby, Emerson, Trine and Eddy there would have been no Ken- 
yon; without Kenyon, there would have been no Hagin; without Hagin, no Copeland. In fact, 
the entire Faith Movement draws its spiritual lifeblood from Kenyon and can only be interpret- 
ed correctly in that light. 


Kenneth Erwin Hagin (1917-2003) 

Hagin's physical birth is described in language akin to the annunciation of the ord Jesus and 
John the Baptist. He writes that in later life the Lord visited him and told him: “I appeared to 
your mother before you were born and told her to fear not; the child would be born and would 
bear witness concerning my Second Coming” (Hagin, / Believe in Visions, 58,59. William 
Branham's birth is related in similar terms; see Jorgensen, 16). 


As a child, Hagin suffered with a serious heart condition, which incapacitated him for many 
years. At the age of 15 his illness worsened and he remained in a semiconscious state for 16 
months (until he was 18). During this illness he claimed he died 3 times and experienced an 
out of body experience (OBE) in which he was literally carried to the threshold of hell. The 
ordeal so terrified him that he surrendered his life to Christ. His mother was at his bedside 
and their prayers were so loud, that Hagin claims traffic lined up for 2 blocks either side of the 
house. He points out that this was during the Depression when cars were scarce. That so 
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many were drawn to the house is suggestive of the Gospel birth narratives and | wonder if this 
was Hagin's intention in recalling the alleged event. (Hagin, I Believe in Visions, 8-11). 


Morris Cerullo records an almost identical out of body experience (Cerullo, x-xii), as do most 
of the Faith teachers. An OBE is one of the entrance requirements to the Faith ministry. 


e Healing 

Hagin began to pray earnestly for healing but with no success. Finally, in August 1934, the 
‘Lord’ allegedly revealed the ‘true’ meaning of Mark 11:24 and showed Hagin where the 
blockage was. According to Hagin, the ‘Lord’ showed him that before he could receive his 
healing, he had first to believe he had already been healed. Of this revelation, he wrote, “the 
having comes after the believing. | had been reversing it. | was trying to have first and then 
believe.” “| see what I've got to do, Lord. I’ve got to believe that my heart is well while I’m 
lying here on this bed, and while my heart is not beating right. I've got to believe that my pa- 
ralysis is gone while I'm lying here helpless, flat on my back" (Hagin, I Believe in Visions, 24- 
26; emphasis in original). As Perriman wryly put it: “It took some time, and the symptoms 
would occasionally return but eventually Hagin believed himself back to health” (Perriman, 3). 


This is not Biblical teaching inspired by the Holy Spirit as Hagin claims, but classic New 
Thought or Christian Science metaphysical belief. The obvious danger for Hagin’s readers is 
what happens if they follow his advice but do not receive what they are believing for. Perhaps 
some, like my father, will discount the need for medical aid and die confessing they have 
been healed. This is a doctrine of demons and the Church must warn against it. 


e Ministry 

Hagin was baptised in the Spirit in 1937 and lost favour with the Baptists from whom he 
claimed he received the “right foot of fellowship.” Joining the Pentecostals, he ministered as 
an Assembly of God (USA) pastor from 1939-1949. He was not inclined to emulate post-war 
platform speakers like Oral Roberts & William Branham but instead felt called as a teacher 
and prophet for the healing revival. Hagin’s influence on Pentecostal and Charismatic minis- 
try has grown phenomenally over the years as the following statistics show: 


In 1966 he moved to Tulsa and began broadcasting “Faith Seminar of the Air” which in the 
year 2000 boasted 300 daily broadcasts across the United States and by short-wave to 120 
nations. 53million copies of his and his son’s 125 books are currently in circulation and 
monthly distribution of tape runs at 58,000. His magazine, The Word of Faith, has a circula- 
tion of 540,000. 


In 1974 Hagin founded the $20m Rhema Training Centre which claims an annual enrolment 
of 1800 students with offshoots around the world (Perriman, 3). Over 16,500 students have 
graduated from Rhema, including Ray McCauley, the Johannesburg Faith pastor (see Steele; 
interestingly, Rodney Howard-Browne, the originator of the so-called Toronto Blessing, was 
an assistant minister in McCauley's church). Hagin’s Rhema Bible Church has a current 
membership of 8,000. 


Kenneth Hagin died in 2003; his son, Kenneth Hagin Junior, now heads up his ministry. 


e Hagin’s Dilemma | 

Plagiarism or plain copying is standard practice among the Faith teachers and it is a point of 
history that Hagin widely plagiarised Kenyon. Although he made a brief acknowledgement of 
Kenyon's The Wonderful Name of Jesus in his book The Name of Jesus, which he quoted 
from with permission from Kenyon's daughter, Hagin denied all other plagiarism charges 
maintaining that it was not "until after his discovery of the truths of the Faith gospel that he 
was introduced to Kenyon's writings” (McConnell, 7). This is untrue, as we shall see. 


Hagin claimed he had been preaching the Faith message long before he heard of Kenyon, 
but countless examples of Hagin's word for word, line by line plagiarism can be cited (see 
McConnell, 8-12). In fact, as Kennington stated earlier, it is impossible to read Hagin's books 
without encountering Kenyon's phrases and doctrines at regular intervals. The same is true 
of the writings of Capps, Copeland, Hinn and others. 


22 


The facts of the matter are clear: Kenyon was 70 years old when Hagin was licensed as an 
Assemblies of God pastor at the age of 20 and his books predate Hagin’s by more than 30 
years. Hagin tried to defend his claim to originality in the preface of his book The Name of 
Jesus in which he wrote, 


“Mr Kenyon went home to be with the Lord in 1948. It was 1950 before | was intro- 
duced to his books. A brother in the Lord asked me, ‘Did you ever read after Dr. 
Kenyon?’ | said, Tve never heard of him.’ He said, ‘You preach healing and faith just 
like he does.’ He gave me some of Kenyon’s books. And he did preach faith and 
healing like | do. After all, if someone preaches the new birth, and somebody else 
preaches the new birth, it has to be the same. Likewise, if you preach faith and heal- 
ing-and | mean Bible faith and healing-it has to be the same. We may have different 
words to express it, but if it is according to the word of God, it is the same truth” 
(Hagin, in McConnell, 6). 


Hagin's problem is that his ministry reputation rests entirely on his claim that his writings are 
divinely inspired, a claim, which is patently unsustainable in the light of the evidence. Emper- 
or Hagin has no clothes and McConnell sums up his dilemma: 


“In admitting that he took his theology from the writings of Kenyon, Hagin would also 
have to acknowledge that his teaching is of human origins. The word-for-word corre- 
spondences between Hagin’s writings and Kenyon’s cannot be attributed to coinci- 
dence, nor can they be attributed to a miracle of inspiration by the Holy Spirit. It is in- 
conceivable that the Holy Spirit would inspire Hagin to use another man’s words with- 
out also informing him as to who first wrote those words. That man was E.W. Kenyon” 
(McConnell, 7). 


Revelation and Inspiration 

The majority of Faith teachers claim to have received many of their doctrines directly from 
God by divine visitation. Such experiences are essential in establishing ministry integrity, and 
because experience is subjective, they know that such claims are difficult to refute. However, 
as we shall see, the most superficial study reveals their unbiblical nature. In the following ex- 
ample provided by Hagin, note the standard formula, common to nearly all of the Faith teach- 
ers. A bright light or presence enters the room accompanied by an audible voice. Next comes 
a revelation of doctrines and practice that overturn orthodox Christian belief. A dialogue en- 
sues in which scriptural back up is demanded. Proof texts, subtly distorted to endorse the 
revelation are then provided. The vision usually ends with a commission. 


In / Believe in Visions, Hagin recalls a meeting with ‘Jesus’ which is interrupted by a demon 
yelling ‘yakety-yak, yakety-yak, yakety-yak’. Hagin is angry with the demon because he can- 
not hear what ‘Jesus’ is saying. He “...wondered why Jesus didn’t command the demon to 
stop” and recalls how he “...waited for a few more moments [but] Jesus continued talking as if 
He didn't know the evil spirit was present. | wondered why the Lord didn't cast him out, but 
He didn't.” Finally, “in desperation,” Hagin rebuked the demon, and it ran away. ‘Jesus’ of 
course knew what Hagin was thinking and said “if you hadn't done something about that spirit, 
| couldn't have.” Hagin replied "Lord, | Know | misunderstood You! You said You couldn't do 
anything about it, but You really meant that You wouldn't.’ ‘No.’ He said, ‘if you hadn't done 
something about that spirit, | couldn’t have.’ ‘But Lord, You can do anything. To say You 
couldn't is different from anything I've ever heard preached or preached myself. That really 
upends my theology.’ ‘Sometimes your theology needs upending,’ the Lord answered.” 


Hagin demands scriptural proof for such unbiblical revelation: “Lord, even though | am seeing 
You with my own eyes, even though | hear your voice speaking to me as plainly as any voice 
| have ever heard, | cannot accept that unless You prove it to me by the Word of God....1 will 
not accept any vision, | will not accept any revelation, if it cannot be proved by the Bible.” He 
appeals to the fact that he had read the New Testament 150 times but never encountered 
such a doctrine and asks ‘Jesus’ to supply two or three witnesses who can substantiate what 
he has heard. 


“Instead of becoming angry with me for saying this, Jesus smiled sweetly and said, ‘I will give 
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you not just two or three witnesses, | will give you four witnesses.” Hagin then receives a 
unique Bible lesson in which 'Jesus' informs him that “there is not one place in the New Tes- 
tament where believers are ever told to pray against the devil and | will do anything about 
him.” Four witnesses are subsequently introduced to authenticate the revelation: Jesus Him- 
self (Matt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-18), James (Jas 4:7), Peter (I Pet 5:8), and Paul (Eph 4:27). 
Hagin is duly satisfied (Hagin, I Believe in Visions, 86-88; emphasis in original). 


Jesse Duplantis provides another classic example. He boasts of a 5-hour visit to heaven dur- 
ing which the 'Lord' reveals 6 simple words to him. The account hardly warrants serious con- 
sideration, yet thousands swallow the story. His visit “took place in 1988, in Room 105 of the 
Best Western Motel in Magnolia, Ark. It was there that Jesse was caught up to heaven for 
five hours. During his miraculous visit, he spoke with Abraham. He met King David and the 
Apostle Paul. He talked to Jonah. But the purpose of his journey was a divine appointment 
at the Throne Room of God. There, he met Jesus, Who gave him a message for the Church. 
Jesse, Go tell My people I’m coming. ‘Lord, they know that,’ Jesse answered. Jesus’ voice 
became stern, as he said, No, they don’t. You go tell them I’m coming” (Hemry, Believers 
Voice of Victory, January 1998, 11; emphasis in original). 


Roberts Liardon (named after Oral Roberts) claims to have been to heaven. In his book / Saw 
Heaven, he alleges that the age of 8, he was taken from his bedroom to heaven where ‘Je- 
sus’ gave him a grand tour. The trip included a visit to vast storerooms in which were stacked 
various body parts. ‘Jesus’ began to cry and Liardon asked what the matter was. ‘Jesus’ ex- 
plained that the body parts had been prepared for people on earth, but that they could not be 
received because of their lack of faith. Liardon was forbidden to tell anyone about his trip until 
adulthood (Liardon, / Saw Heaven). Another ministry is authenticated by myth! 


David (Paul) Yonggi Cho testifies to an equally absurd encounter, claiming that 'Jesus' “ap- 
peared to him in the middle of the night dressed as a fireman, called him to preach and filled 
him with the Holy Spirit” (Burgess & Van der Maas, 521). The mind boggles! 


Many more examples could be given but these serve to illustrate the general thrust of revela- 
tion. How right Peter was when he wrote: “In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
stories they have made up” (2 Peter 2: 3 NIV). 


The Hagin Legacy 

Hagin’s teachings on faith, healing, and prosperity have been foundational for almost every 
major minister of the Faith Movement. It is essential therefore that we link Faith teacher to 
Faith teacher to prove the degree of ministerial and doctrinal harmony that exists between 
them. It is important to remember that we are not dealing with a group of unrelated individu- 
als, as some believe, but a highly sophisticated family network. The quotes in the following 
section reveal just how closely related the Faith teachers are, and how doctrinally dependent 
they are upon one another. 


e The Hagin/Copeland Connection 

“Kenneth E. Hagin’s teaching, ‘You can Have What You Say,’ completely revolutionised the 
lives of Kenneth and Gloria Copeland. In his quest for faith, Kenneth didn’t have the money 
to pay for Brother Hagin’s teaching tapes, so he offered to trade his old car instead. Instead, 
Buddy Harrison, Brother Hagin’s son-in-law and general manager at the time, gave Kenneth 
the tapes. Only eternity will reveal the harvest of souls produced from that single seed 
gift’ (Believers Voice of Victory, July/Aug 1997, 19; my emphasis). Kenneth Hagin Jnr re- 
lates: Buddy Harrison “took one look at the old car and told him, ‘Just go ahead and take the 
tapes. Bring the money when you can.’ So young Kenneth Copeland memorized those 
tapes and another great ministry was launched” (Hagin, Jnr, “Trend Toward the Faith 
Movement,” 67, in McConnell, 4; my emphasis). 


Copeland’s tape “What Happened from the Cross to the Throne” which charts Faith theology 
from Creation to the Cross, is a typical example of how Kenyon’s doctrines have worked their 
way down through the family tree. Even Copeland's daughter, Terri Pearsons preaches the 
same message ensuring the Kenyon legacy survives another generation (see epilogue). 
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e The Hagin/Roberts/Copeland Connection 

“While co-pilot for Oral Roberts and his ministry team, Kenneth [Copeland] also prepared 
people in the invalid tent at each meeting to receive their healing. In those tent services, 
Kenneth saw Brother Roberts apply the same principles of faith he heard Brother 
Hagin teach. It was then that Kenneth learned to use his faith like a mechanic uses a wrench 
— by systematically acting on the Word of God and expecting God to bring that Word to pass” 
(Believers Voice of Victory, July/Aug 1997,19; my emphasis). 


“In 1994, the Lord instructed Brother Copeland to preach on the burden-removing, yoke- 
destroying power of God.... Oral Roberts addressed the power of the message when he 
said, ‘Kenneth, you're opening up a new highway of the anointing in telling us what it is. Now 
we can be intelligent about it” (Believers Voice of Victory, July/Aug 1997, 24). 


e The Kenyon/Hagin/ Osborn Connection 

Hagin describes T. L. Osborn as “My longtime friend” (Hagin, / Believe in Visions, 59). 

Osborn cites Kenyon and his doctrines throughout his best-selling book Healing the Sick in 
the preface of which he writes: “I am indebted to the writings of E.W. Kenyon.” He also cites 
FF Bosworth, a disciple of Kenyon, as a major influence. Osborn also worked with William 
Branham and was a spiritual father to the late Benson Idahosa. 


e The Hagin/Frederick K. C. Price Connection 
“Kenneth Hagin has had the greatest influence upon my life of any living man” (Price, Taped 
correspondence, Inglewood, Calif. Feb 18, 1982, in McConnell, 4; my emphasis). 


e The Hagin/Charles Capps connection 

“Most of my teaching came from Brother Kenneth Hagin” “[He was] the greatest influence 
of my life’ (Capps, taped correspondence, England Ark., Feb 17, 1982, in McConnell, 4; my 
emphasis). 


e The Hagin/John Osteen Connection 

“I think Brother Hagin is chosen of God and stands in the forefront of the message of faith” 
(Osteen, taped phone interview, Pastor of Lakewood Outreach Center, Houston, Tex. Feb 24, 
1982, in McConnell, 4). 


e The Hagin/Ray McCauley Connection 

“In particular | want to thank Kenneth and Oretha Hagin for their godly example and wisdom, 
and all that they have placed into Lyndie’s [his ex-wife] and my life. Also to Kenneth Hagin 
Junior and Lynette, for their priceless love, care and continuing friendship. Their influence and 
encouragement has been a treasure to us. | must also pay tribute to several men who have 
played leading roles in my spiritual development. Men like... Kenneth and Gloria 
Copeland... Norval Hayes... Jerry and Caroline Savelle...” (Steele, ii). 


The Copeland Legacy 


Kenneth Copeland is the new head of the Faith dynasty. The following quotes again prove 
how close-knit the Faith family is. 


e The Copeland/Hinn Connection 
“Those who attack Kenneth Copeland are attacking the very presence of God” (Benny Hinn, 
(TV Programe), TBN, 8/6/92 in Hanegraaff, Christian Research Journal, Extract, 4). 


e The Copeland/Savelle/Roberts Connection 

In 1969 Jerry Savelle joined the Copeland team and began to preach with them in 1972. 
Copeland explained the principle of the hundredfold to him and he built it into his ministry. 
Savelle explains: “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. So | kept feeding 
my spirit, listening to Brother Copeland’s tapes on the laws of prosperity, sowing and reaping, 
and watching him demonstrate it through his life. And after a while, it did become my revela- 
tion.... I learned the laws of sowing and reaping watching Brother Copeland live it and 
demonstrate it” (Savelle, Believer’s Voice of Victory, September 1999, 14; my emphasis). 


Savelle claims he came to faith after watching an Oral Roberts’s sermon entitled “The Fourth 
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Man” broadcast. In 1981 at a Copeland convention he preached Robert’s sermon “The 
Fourth Man” word by word, line by line. Roberts watched the sermon on TV and asked 
Copeland to arrange a meeting with Savelle, at which Roberts told him “Son, | never heard it 
preached better. You remind me of when | was young.” Savelle records his debt to both 
men: “I heard the call of God watching Oral Roberts... It took Kenneth Copeland, a 
man who’d been trained by Brother Roberts, to get me to fulfil it". (Hemry, Believers 
Voice of Victory, November 1997, 10-13; my emphasis). 


e The Copeland/Duplantis Connection 

Saved in 1974 after listening to a Billy Graham broadcast, Jesse Duplantis was called to full- 
time ministry in 1978, the year in which he was introduced to Kenneth Copeland. He recalls 
how “In 1980, the Lord gave me a vision and told me | would preach with Kenneth Copeland 
and Jerry Savelle. | never tried to make that happen. In fact, over time | forgot about it. Then, 
Jimmy Hester asked me to speak at the Full Gospel Motorcycle Rally. Kenneth and Jerry 
spoke there too. We were on the platform while Jimmy prayed. | stood between Kenneth and 
Jerry. Each of them held one of my hands. ‘The Lord interrupted me and said, I told you that 
you would preach with those two men. During that meeting, Kenneth asked me to pray about 
preaching at his convention. We've been together ever since” (Hemry, Believers Voice of Vic- 
tory, January 1998, 11; emphasis in original). 


Jesse Duplantis writes of the Copelands: “I believe Kenneth and Gloria Copeland’s ministry is 
a good example of what happens when people refuse to shift. They grow steadily. They 
don't fall prey to the ravages of error. They just keep running in the same direction. | dont 
say that because the Copeland’s are my friends. | checked it out. | dug out some of Ken- 
neth’s old tapes from the ‘70s and compared them to his tapes today. Sure enough, he is 
preaching the same Word...! The Copeland’s haven't changed. They had sound words in 
the beginning, and they've held fast to them” (Jesse Duplantis, Believers Voice of Victory, 
March 1999, 14; emphasis in original). According to Duplantis, the word ‘sound’ does not 
relate to that which is ‘wholesome’ as it is in the original Greek, but to engine revs! Note also 
that the Copelands have been preaching the "same Word” for the past 30 years. 


e The Copeland/Dollar Connection. 

Creflo A Dollar Jnr was pastoring a church when he attended Copeland’s 1987 Southwest 
Believers’ Convention in Fort Worth Texas. The Lord apparently told him “to make the church 
a Partner with Kenneth and Gloria. We were to tithe and sow seeds into their ministry.... As 
soon as | heard Kenneth and Gloria preach, | knew they were my spiritual parents.... | 
bought every tape Kenneth and Gloria offered. | listened to them until | started to sound like 
Kenneth....” Dollar was invited to join the Copeland/Duplantis/Savelle ministry team (Hemry, 
Believers Voice of Victory, Oct 1997, 23-25; emphasis in original). 


The Principal Players of the Faith Movement 

Essek W. Kenyon, Kenneth E. Hagin Snr, Kenneth Hagin Jnr, John G. Lake, William Bran- 
ham, Oral Roberts, Richard Roberts, Tommy Lee Osborn, Kenneth Copeland, Gloria 
Copeland, Jerry Savelle, Jesse Duplantis, Frederick K. C. Price, Charles Capps, Marilyn 
Hickey, Jesse Duplantis, Benny Hinn, David (Paul) Yonggi Cho, Morris Cerullo, John Avanzi- 
ni, Creflo Dollar Jnr, Paul Crouch, Roberts Liardon, Joyce Meyer, T. D. Jakes, John Osteen, 
Norvelle Hayes, Ray McCauley, Peter Gammons. 


Other names, less well known in the UK, could be included, but the above are among the 
prime movers in the Faith Movement. Although the majority of those named are American, 
indigenous Faith teachers can be found in almost every nation of the world. 


An area of significant interrelationship is the training field. The core faculty for the 2003 Di- 

ploma in Charismatic Ministries at Oral Roberts University reads like the Who's Who of the 

Faith Movement. 

President: Richard Roberts 

First Lady: Lindsay Roberts 

Core Faculty: Creflo A. Dollar Jnr, Gloria Copeland, Jesse Duplantis, John Hagee, Jerry 
Savelle, Marilyn Hickey T. D. Jakes, Terry Law, Joyce Meyer, Kenneth 
Copeland, T. L. Osborn, Kenneth Hagin Senior, Benny Hinn, Myles Monroe. 
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MAJOR DOCTRINES OF THE FAITH MOVEMENT 





The quotes that follow are based entirely on Kenyon and are illustrative, rather than exhaus- 
tive, of the teaching of every major Faith teacher. What we read in one person’s book can 
readily be found in another's. 


Nature of God 


God is a Spirit being, impersonal not sovereign. Faith theology reduces God to a set of 
spiritual laws that believer and unbeliever alike can activate. God is bound by these laws 
and cannot operate outside of them. As Gloria Copeland writes, "God can do nothing 
without faith” (G. Copeland, Believers Voice of Victory, March 1999, 28). 


Kenyon’s God is governed by our actions, a blasphemy taught widely in the Faith camp. 
He wrote: “It staggers one to realize that God has limited Himself to our prayer life, and 
when we refuse to assume the obligations of prayer, God's hands are paralysed.” "God's 
hands are tied until He can use ours.... God is limited to our faith, our obedience” (Ken- 
yon, The Father and His Family, 194,199). 


Most Faith teachers believe that God has a physical body. They derive this doctrine from 
the fact that man is made in God’s image and likeness, so it follows if we have a human 
body, so must He. Where God is described in the Bible in human (anthropomorphic) 
terms such as in Isaiah 40:10,11, 20, the Faith teachers believe the text refers literally to 
parts of God's body. Listen to Copeland’s outlandish description of God, "...He's very 
much like you and me. A being that stands around 6’-2”, 6’-3”, that weighs somewhere in 
the neighborhood of a couple of hundred pounds... [and] has a [hand] span of nine inches 
across” (K. Copeland, “Spirit, Soul and Body 1,” audio tape, 1985 in Hanegraaff, Christi- 
anity in Crisis, 121; listen to the Christianity in Crisis tape for even more ridiculous de- 
scriptions). 


Cerullo also describes God in physical terms. Writing about his out of body visit to the 
threshold of hell he recalls: “Suddenly... the glory of God appeared. The Form that | saw 
was about the height of a man six feet tall, maybe a little taller, and twice as broad as a 
human body with no distinguishing features such as eyes, nose, or mouth.... (Cerullo, x). 


Creation 


All the Faith teachers mimic Kenyon's false belief that God made the world through faith 
and positive confession. Capps repeats his mentor virtually word for word when he de- 
clares, “In the first Chapter of Genesis you will note that every time God spoke, creation 
took place! Words are the CARRIERS OF FAITH...! Without words, there wouldn't have 
been any creation. Your words create images and eventually you will live out the reality 
of that image” (Capps, God’s Creative Power for Healing, 15; emphasis in original). 


“Each time God spoke, He released His faith-the creative power to bring His words to 
pass” (K. Copeland, Power of the Tongue, 6) 


“God framed the worlds by faith. Everything God made, He made by faith. Everything He 
does, He does by faith” (G. Copeland, Believers Voice of Victory, March 1999, 28). 


“God's faith-filled Word was the original force in the universe” (K. Copeland, The 
Power of the Tongue, 15; emphasis in original). 


“Nine times in Genesis 1 God ‘said,’ and each time something which had been invisible 
became visible, something which had not existed before came into existence. How did 
God make everything? He spoke it into existence using words filled with faith material. 
Words are vehicles. They are spiritual containers, and God’s words are filled with faith. 
Every time He opens His mouth there is enough faith in each of His words to bring what- 
ever He says to pass” (Dollar, 13). 
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Nature of Man 


Kenyon taught that man is made in God's class, created a little lower than God, not the 
angels as Scripture teaches. In support, he quotes an unnamed eminent Hebraist who 
translated Psalm 8:3,4 as "Thou hast made him [man] but a shade lower than God” which 
Kenyon states is the correct rendering (Kenyon, The Father and His Family, 32). Kenyon 
also asserts that the real man is a spirit being who has power over the entire creation, in- 
cluding spiritual beings and the natural world. This blasphemous promotion of man to the 
level of God is the bedrock upon which the Faith teachers shape their own individual ver- 
sion of the ‘little gods’ doctrine. 


John G. Lake was one of the first to popularise the little gods doctrine. He asserted that 
“Man is not a separate creation detached from God, he is part of God Himself.... God in- 
tends us to be gods. The inner man is the real governor, the true man that Jesus said was 
a god” (Lake, The God-men and Other Sermons in Burgess & Van der Maas, 993). 


Copeland is on record (as are Savelle, Hinn and others) as teaching that if you placed 
Adam and God alongside one another you would not have been able to tell them apart. 
This is integral to Kenyon’s theology who taught that “...when man was created he was 
made as near like Deity as it was possible for deity to create” (Kenyon, The Father and 
His Family, 32). 


Copeland elaborates on the theme: “[Adam] was the copy, looked just like [God]. If you 
stood Adam upside God, they looked just exactly alike. If you stood Jesus and Adam 
side-by-side, they would look and sound exactly alike” (K. Copeland, “Authority of the Be- 
liever IV,” (Fort Worth, Tx: Kenneth Copeland Ministries, 1987), audio tape, #01-0304, 
side 1, in Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis, 137). 


Hinn is on record as teaching that “God came from heaven, became a man, made man 
into little gods, went back to heaven as a man. He faces the Father as a man. | face dev- 
iis as the son of God.... Quit your nonsense! What else are you? If you say, I am, youre 
saying I’m a part of Him, right? Is he God? Are you His offspring? Are you His children? 
You can't be human! You can't! You can’t! God didn't give birth to flesh.... You said, ‘Well 
that’s heresy,’ No, that’s your crazy brain saying that” (Hinn, “Our position in Christ No.2 
“The Word made Flesh,” Orlando Christian Center, 1991, videotape #255, in Hanegraaff, 
Christianity in Crisis, \3|; emphasis added). 


Dominion 


Kenyon taught that Adam was given dominion over the entire universe, and was subject 
to absolutely nothing “save God and the Law of Love” (Kenyon, The Father and His Fami- 
ly, 32). The Faith teachers have added to this false doctrine in the most imaginative of 
ways. 


Commenting on Genesis 1:27,28, Charles Capps writes: “Notice the word dominion.... 
That word means ‘to rule’ not to be subordinate to something else. Although Adam was 
subordinate to God in the spirit realm, he was the god of the world (Capps, Angels, 19). 


Hinn takes things one step further by stating (wrongly) that the Hebrew “declares that if 
you have dominion over a subject, that means you do everything that subject does. In 
other words, that subject, if it does something you cannot do, you don't have dominion 
over it. I'll prove it further. Adam not only flew - he flew to space. He was - with one 
thought, he would be on the moon” (Hinn, Praise the Lord programme on TBN, 26 Dec 
1991, in Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis, 119). 


Angels 


Faith theology teaches that man has dominion over angels. This is one of Kenyon’s key 
doctrines, which the Faith teachers have developed for personal gain. Claiming originali- 
ty, Charles Capps alleges the Spirit of God taught him a valuable lesson on the subject. 
He writes, “One reason the words you speak are so important is because the angels are 
listening to what you say.... If your words are in line with My Word, then the angels go to 
work immediately, causing the things you speak to come to pass” (Capps, Angels, 75). 
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e In one of his alleged visions, Hagin recalls when ‘Jesus’ and an angel visited him. The 
angel looked as if he was going to speak but said nothing and this perplexed Hagin. “Fi- 
nally | said to the Lord, ‘Who is this angel and what does he represent?’ ‘He has a mes- 
sage for you,’ the Lord said. ‘But Lord, You are here. Why can’t You deliver the mes- 
sage?’ (After all, | wanted to be Scriptural...) | said, “You know that I am a real stickler for 
the Word.” ‘Jesus’ proceeded to give Hagin a Bible lesson on angels, giving Hebrews 
1:14 a completely new meaning. Instead of ministering to the heirs of salvation, Jesus 
taught Hagin that the angels are there at the beck and call of believers. Encouraged by 
‘Jesus’ to command the angel to run an errand for him, Hagin immediately instructed the 
angel to bring in the $4,000 he needed to establish offices. He concludes, “I have learned 
to say, ‘Go, ministering spirits, and cause the needed money to come in." He concludes 
by telling his readers that the reason people miss out on the blessing is because, like 
waitresses, angels can do nothing until we give the order (Hagin, / Believe in Visions, 
129-133). 


Fall of man | 

e Following Kenyon, Faith teachers falsely assert that Adam's sin was that of High Treason. 
This entailed the transfer of what Kenyon describes as "the most sacred heritage that 
God could give Man” -dominion over the entire universe- into Satan's hands. According to 
Faith theology Adam was the legal owner of the universe and had every right to transfer 
what legally belonged to him. God was powerless to intervene and had to stand by as 
Satan took “universal Dominion over God's creation” (Kenyon, The Father and His Fami- 
ly, 32; capitalisation in original). This teaching leads to the false doctrine that it is Satan, 
not God, who is in charge of the weather. 


e Copeland’s appalling assessment of the situation is run of the mill Faith doctrine: 


"The Bible says that God gave this earth to the sons of men... and when he [Adam]... 
gave that dominion to Satan, look where it left God. It left Him on the outside looking 
in. [God] had no legal right to do anything about it, did He...? [If] He had injected 
Himself illegally into the earth, what Satan had intended for Him to do was to fall for it, 
pull off an illegal act and turn the light off in God, and subordinate God to himself... 
He intended to get God into such a trap that He couldn't get out” (Copeland, “What 
Happened from the Cross to the Throne"). 


e As a consequence of his actions Adam died twice. Faith theology teaches that spiritual 
death is real death and physical death “but a manifestation of its parent” (Kenyon, The 
Father and His Family, 46). This metaphysical principle was taught by Quimby, Trine and 
Eddy and is based in the notion that sickness, disease, poverty and death originate in the 
spiritual realm before they find expression in the physical world (see sections on New 
Thought and Christian Science). This principle underpins the false doctrine of the spiritu- 
al death of Jesus. 


e Hagin develops the theme by reasserting Kenyon’s belief that “Spiritual death means hav- 
ing Satan’s nature” (Hagin, Redeemed from Poverty, Sickness and Death, 26,27). From 
this doctrine comes the teaching that Jesus was united with Satan on the cross. 


e The Faith teachers also teach erroneously that after the Fall “Man no longer responds to 
the call of God. He responds only to his new nature; his new master” (Hagin, Redeemed 
from Poverty, Sickness and Death, 27). Even the most superficial reading of the Bible re- 
veals that God and man continue to interrelate. 


incarnation 


e In Faith theology, Jesus came into being through God's positive confession. Copeland 
explains how it happened: 


*...Before Jesus came to the earth, God spoke His Word and then spoke His Word 
again. How many times did He say the Messiah was coming? It was prophesied 
over hundreds, even thousands of years. He kept saying, "He is coming, He is com- 
ing. The circumstances in the earth made it look as if there was no way He could ac- 


29 





complish it, but He just kept saying it. He would not be moved by what He saw.... 
God would not relent. Through the mouths of His prophets, He kept sending His 
Word and sending His Word. Finally, the great moment came when that Word was 
brought forth in human form...” (Copeland, The Power of the Tongue, 18). 


Copeland argues that because Adam disobeyed God, “The authority that had been dele- 
gated to man was suddenly in the hands of Satan. At that point, God was forced back to 
the original source-His Word. He couldn't make another man from the dust of the earth 
because the ground was cursed. He had to revert to speaking His Word, filled with faith” 
(Copeland, The Power of the Tongue, 15,16). Copeland also teaches that God could not 
make another man from the earth because the earth did not belong to him (Copeland, 
What Happened from the Cross to the Throne). 


Atonement and the Spiritual Death of Jesus (SDJ) 


The Atonement as taught by Kenyon and his followers is blasphemous in the extreme and 
bears little resemblance to the biblical record. Faith teachers assert that Jesus must die 
spiritually - that his physical death alone was insufficient to pay the price of sin. This 
blasphemy is based on their doctrine of the Fall which demands that sin is satanic in na- 
ture. According to Faith theology, when Adam fell he received Satan’s nature in his spirit. 
Consequently, in order to redeem us, Jesus must also receive the nature of Satan. Be- 
cause Adam died spiritually, so must Jesus, which means His work of redemption was 
not finished on the Cross. 


The Faith teachers are aware that Jesus’ statement to the penitent thief, “I tell you the 
truth, today you will be with me in paradise” embarrasses this position and they owe a 
debt of gratitude to Kenyon for his get-out clause. Kenyon argued, and quite correctly, 
that there is no punctuation in the Greek and that meaning is often determined by where 
the emphasis lies. But he maintained wrongly that the comma should have been placed 
after ‘today’ not before it, which drastically changes the meaning of the text. Kenyon 
therefore renders the text, “I tell you the truth Today,” which he states “...does not 
means that Jesus went to Paradise when the spirit left His body” (Kenyon, What Hap- 
pened from the Cross to the Throne, 60). This view is foundational to the doctrine of the 
Faith Movement. Interestingly, the Jehovah’s Witnesses interpret the text in exactly the 
same way. 


The metaphysical framework underpinning the Faith Movement insists that true reality is 
interpreted spiritually, not physically. Consequently the Faith teachers move the focus of 
Christ's redemptive work from His physical sacrifice on the Cross, where it rightly be- 
longs, to his alleged spiritual suffering in hell, where they falsely claim the real work of 
salvation was secured. The following quotes are representative of most Faith teachers. 


Kenneth Copeland’s tape “What Happened from the Cross to the Throne” explains the 
atonement of the Faith Movement in systematic detail. Like Kenyon, Hagin, Capps, Price, 
Hinn and Savelle, Copeland teaches that Jesus was united with Satan on the Cross, be- 
coming a literal demoniac. He states: "When Jesus hung on the Cross he became a 
symbol of Satan” (Copeland, What Happened from the Cross to the Throne). 


Following Kenyon who claimed "[Jesus] went to hell to take us to heaven" (Kenyon, /den- 
tification, 8) Copeland writes in his pamphlet “The Spiritual Death of Jesus,” that the plan 
of redemption was not finished on the cross, but in hell, where Jesus died spiritually. 


Joyce Meyer likewise believes that Jesus' victory was won, not on the Cross, as Scripture 
teaches, but in hell. She states that “When Jesus said it is finished he meant the Old 
Covenant. The job he had to do was just getting started. He really did the job the three 
days and nights that he was in hell. That's where the job was done” (Meyer, From the 
Cross to the Throne audio tape in Personal Freedom Outreach). Meyer also claims that 
when Jesus died "...His spirit went to hell because that is where we deserve to go [and 
that] He was alone [in hell] for three days, satisfying the courts of justice and conquering 
the hosts of hell (Meyer, The Most Important Decision You'll Ever Make,, 42-44). 
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Fredrick K. C. Price asserts that “Somewhere between the Garden and Calvary, | do not 
know exactly when, and | will not quibble about it, Jesus Christ died spiritually. That is 
what he meant when he said, ‘I will smite the shepherd.” “Calvary is not the place where 
our redemption was bought and paid for. That was just a doorway for the beginning of 
our salvation” (Price, 66). 


Price is also on record as teaching that if the physical death of Jesus was sufficient to pay 
our price, then the two thieves could have paid it (Price, Ever Increasing faith Messenger 
(June 1980), 7 in McConnell, 120). Kenyon taught exactly the same principles, as do 
most Faith teachers. 


Kenneth Copeland takes the blasphemy even further, declaring that “Satan defeated Je- 
sus on the Cross” (K. Copeland, Holy Bible: Kenneth Copeland Reference Edition, 129 in 
Hanegraaff, 11). 


Mimicking Kenyon, Hinn claims special revelation for his pronouncements. He declares, 
“Jesus Christ knew that the only way He would stop Satan is by becoming one in nature 
with him.... He became one with the nature of Satan, so all those who had the nature of 
Satan can partake in the nature of God” (Hinn, programme on TBN, 15 Dec 1990 from 
his message “The Person of Jesus,” Orlando Christian Center, delivered on 2 Dec ’90, in 
Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis, 155f; emphasis in original). 


Nature of Faith 


The Faith teachers claim that God cannot be reached, or tapped into without faith. Ac- 
cording to them, faith in the power of your words is the means by which wealth and health 
is secured. God does nothing; we simply activate the spiritual laws which, they claim, 
God has built into His creation. In the terminology of the Faith teachers, prayer is a eu- 
phemism for spiritual law. You do not need to pray: instead, you claim what you already 
have. This view of God obviates the need for personal relationship. 


Like all their other doctrines, ‘faith,’ as the Faith teachers teach it owes its existence not to 
sound exegesis but to the imagination of the New Thought metaphysicians. Kenyon's 
book, The Two Kinds of Faith (Faith’s Secret Revealed), is definitive in its treatment of the 
subject and forms the basis of the pronouncements that follow. 


John Avanzini offers the Faith teacher’s standard interpretation of Mark 11:22, stating er- 
roneously that “We should note that the preferred translation of the phrase ‘have faith in 
God’... is ‘have the faith of God.’ That is, have God's faith or God's kind of faith...” 
(Avanzini, Believers Voice of Victory, March 2000, 13). 


Hagin takes up the refrain, appealing to unnamed Greek scholars who tell us Mark 11:22 
should be translated “have the God kind of faith.” (Hagin, New Thresholds of Faith, 74). 
In shifting the believer's focus from God onto faith, Hagin not only redefines the object of 
our faith, but also reduces God to our level. We no longer need faith in God, but in our 
faith, hence Hagin’s repeated encouragement to ‘have faith in faith.’ 


Kenyon practised the principle of ‘faith in faith’ as an art form. In the following quote, note 
the subtle shift in focus from faith in the Lord to faith in the Word. He writes, “Faith in 
your faith is the law of success in the realm of the spirit. You live in the Word [not in 
Christ as John 15 teaches] and the Word lives in you. The Word is a living thing. When 
you let it loose in you, it is letting God loose in you.” “Say it over and over again, ‘at last | 
have faith in my own faith. | can reach God as well as anyone else” (Kenyon, The Two 
Kinds of Faith, 36, 38). 


Creflo Dollar explains the meaning of Hebrews 11:1, a key text to interpreting faith, as 
Kenyon taught it. He states the party line, “Faith is the substance of all things. That 
means faith is the material or the ‘stuff’ all things, both physical and spiritual, are made of. 
Faith is substance-the stuff or material-of your new car.... Faith is the substance of the 
house you are believing God for.... Faith is the one and only substance, or material, 
which is the basis of all things” (Dollar, 13). 


31 





Following the metaphysical understanding of God as impersonal, Copeland stresses that 
“Egith is the force God has given us to govern our personal lives day in and day out. He 
expects us to take that spiritual force-the same force He used to create the material 
world-and change our circumstances, heal our physical bodies, and keep our lives in line 
with His Word” (K. Copeland, Believers Voice of Victory, May 1995, 2f). 


Quoting Kenyon word for word Hagin declares that it is faith, not God, that provides the 
answer to prayer. He writes, “Faith... is grasping the unrealities of hope and bringing 
them into the realm of reality.... For example, you hope for finances to meet the obliga- 
tions that you have to pay” (Hagin, New Thresholds of Faith, 7; compare Kenyon, The 
Two Kinds of Faith, 7). Note the metaphysical principle, which states that before some- 
thing is manifested in the physical realm, it must first be established as reality in the spir- 
itual realm. 


The Power of the Tongue (Positive and Negative Confession) 


This is the bread and butter of the Faith teachers and the basis of the health and wealth 
gospel. To them, faith without words is like a car without petrol - it will get you nowhere. 
As we consider the following quotes, we must remember that no matter how much biblical 
terminology is used, the beliefs and practices set forth are all rooted in New Thought met- 
aphysics, not Scripture. 


Kenneth Copeland explains the theology of confession: 
“4. There is nothing in this earth so great or so powerful, including the physical body, 
that it cannot be controlled by the tongue. 
“2 The entire course of nature and the circumstances surrounding every human be- 
ing are controlled by that persons tongue.” 
(K. Copeland, The Power of the Tongue, 37,38; emphasis in the original). 


That’s quite a statement until we realise that Copeland is presenting standard Kenyon, 
who taught that we, not God, are in control of our destiny. He wrote “YOU RISE OR 
FALL TO THE LEVEL OF YOUR CONFESSION” (Kenyon, Hidden Man, 147; emphasis 
in the original). 


Charles Capps teaches that “God’s Word is creative power. The worlds were framed by 
the Word of God. Confessing the Word of God can also change your world. It can also 
change an image of sickness into an image of healing and health” (Capps, God’s Crea- 
tive Power for Healing, 22). 


Jesse Duplantis adds his own spin: “I realize there have been great spiritual wars over the 
subject of confession. But the plain, scriptural truth is that, confession brings possession, 
because Romans 10:10 says, ‘For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Duplantis, Believers Voice of Victory, 
Mar 1999, 12). This is another classic example of how the Faith teachers destroy the 
meaning of biblical words to suit their own purposes. 


Charles Capps writes: “Your words are building blocks of which you construct your life 
and future. Your words set the cornerstones of your life, and you live within the confines 
of that boundary you create with your words. Situations, circumstances and conditions 
are all subject to change, but with the support of your words you can establish them in 
your life forever” (Capps, God’s Creative Power for Healing, 5). 


Kenneth Copeland demotes God when he states that “No matter what you’re facing in 
this natural realm, you are the deciding factor. What you say will determine the outcome, 
because you are the prophet of your own life” (K. Copeland, Believers Voice of Victory, 
Nov 1999, 6). 


The nonsense continues with this ridiculous statement from Yonggi Cho. “What you 
speak, you are going to get. If you keep on saying you are poor, then all of your system 
conditions itself to attract poverty.... But if you keep on saying you are able, that you can 
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achieve success, then all of your body would be bridled to success.... This is the reason 
you should never speak in a negative way” (Cho, 70). 


This is exactly what New Thought pioneer Ralph Waldo Trine taught and his comments 
on the subject are worth repeating. He wrote, “The law of correspondence between spir- 
itual and material things is wonderfully exact in its workings. People ruled by the mood of 
gloom attract to them gloomy things.... Rags, tatters, and dirt are in the mind before being 
on the body” (Trine in Martin, 146). 


Kenneth Copeland develops this principle, telling his readers to “Remember, death and 
life are in the power of the tongue.... You have been trained since birth to speak nega- 
tive, death-dealing words. Unconsciously in your everyday conversation, you use the 
words of death, sickness, lack, fear, doubt and unbelief: That sacred me to death. That 
tickled me to death. I laughed until I thought I would die. I'm just dying to go. That makes 
me sick. I’m sick of this mess. I believe I'm taking the flu. We just can't afford it. I doubt 
it.... Just as your words loosed the power of Satan, so your words can loose the power of 
God” (Copeland, The Power of the Tongue, 45,48; emphasis in original). This is classic 
Christian Science practice. 


Yonggi Cho takes this doctrine to ridiculous lengths, asserting that the repeated use by 
Koreans of such negative expressions as ’Oh, it's so warm I could die;’ or ‘I’m so happy | 
could die; and ‘Oh, I’m scared to death,’ is the reason that throughout Korea’s five thou- 
sand year history “we [Koreans] have been constantly dying, constantly at war” (Cho, 
70,71). 


Charles Capps teaches along the same absurd lines: "How many times have you said. 
‘Every time I eat that, it makes me sick,’ ‘My back is killing me,’ ‘Those kids make me so 
nervous...?' Your own words are giving instruction to your body and your immune system 
will eventually respond to your instructions. But God’s method is to call for positive 
things, even though they are not yet a reality in your body” (Capps, God’s Creative Power 
for Healing, 42). 


Norman Vincent Peale, author of The Power of Positive Thinking also argues that if we 
expect the worst, we will get the worst, and if we expect the best, we will get the best. He 
describes this as “...one of the most powerful laws in this world, a law recognised alike by 
psychology and religion, namely, change your mental habits to belief instead of disbelief. 
Learn to expect, not to doubt. In so doing you bring everything into the realm of the 
possibility” (Peale, 113; my emphasis). 


The Principle of Calling Things That Are Not 


This practice dominates the Faith Movement and proves once more how willing the Faith 
teachers are to twist the plain meaning of Scripture for personal gain. The doctrine is 
based on Romans 4:17: “God raises the dead, and calls those things, which be not as if 
they were.” 


Cho explains that this text provided him with the key to keeping his faith. He writes, “l 
said to myself. ‘| might as well call those things, which are not as if they were as if | al- 
ready had them.’ | had received the answer to the problem of how to keep one’s 
faith” (Cho, 14; my emphasis). Thus, according to Cho, we will never get answers to 
prayer, nor grow in our faith, until we have mastered the secret (hidden) knowledge, 
which has been revealed to such as him. This is not biblical Christianity but occultism. 


Abraham and Sarah are often held up as one of the best examples of calling things that 
are not. You cannot travel far through the writings of the Faith teachers without encoun- 
tering variations on this theme. The Genesis text is reworked, often with the most imagi- 
native embellishment, to justify the doctrine. Consider a few examples from the story- 
books of some of the world’s leading Faith teachers. 


“God changed Abram’s name to Abraham which meant ‘father of nations, or multitude.’ 
This was the means He used to convince Abraham to call for what he did not have in real- 
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ity’ (Capps, God's Creative Power for Healing, 36). 


Visualisation plays a key role as we see from this example from Jerry Savelle. He would 
have us believe that Abraham and Sarah could not receive their promises until the image 
of those promises had been perfected within them. “...Because what they can’t conceive 
they can’t receive.” In order to perfect the image, God changed their names to Abraham 
(father of nations) and Sarah (mother of nations) so that “every time they call another's 
name, the image gets more and more perfected until they believe beyond a doubt that 
they can do what God says they can do.... Someone might ask, ‘Are you saying confes- 
sion brings possession?’ Yes. What else do you call repeating someone’s name all the 
time? Confession” (Savelle, Adventures in Faith, 3). 


Roberts Liardon is even more imaginative, putting his own words into the mouths of God 
and Abraham, and destroying the meaning of the text in the process. He writes: “Abra- 
ham could not receive from God until he saw himself the way God intended him to be. 
God wanted him to be the father of many nations. However, Abraham saw himself child- 
less. As long as this unscriptural vision of him prevailed, no child could come to Abra- 
ham. Hear the unbelief that filled Abraham’s imagination: ‘...Lord God, what wilt thou 
give me, seeing | go childless?’ Genesis 15:2. Can’t you imagine God saying ‘Abraham, 
| can't give you a child if you don't see yourself with a child. | want to give you a fresh, 
new vision for the countless generations | am going to give you.’ Scripture tells us that 
everything changed as soon as Abraham began to see himself receiving from God” (Li- 
ardon, Prayer Letter, 1998). 


Yonggi Cho- one of the world's best exponents of visualisation- teaches falsely that God 
never answers vague prayers, but only those requests, which are precise in every detail. 
In The Fourth Dimension, Cho recalls how he prayed for a desk, chair and bicycle but 
nothing happened. He grew frustrated and demanded to know where the items were. In 
response to his outburst, the ‘Spirit’ informed him that the trouble with Cho and all God's 
children was that “They beg me, demanding every kind of request, but they ask in such 
vague terms that | can’t answer. Don’t you know that there are dozens of kinds of desks, 
chairs and bicycles? But you’ve simply asked me for a desk, chair and bicycle. You nev- 
er ordered a specific desk, chair or bicycle. That was the turning point of my life” 
(Cho, 12; my emphasis). Cho writes that having learned his lesson, he proceeded to 
place his order “in such articulate terms that God could not make a mistake in delivering 
them” (Cho, 14). 


It is patently clear from reading his book that Cho has little understanding of a personal 
prayer relationship with a Father who knows what his children need before they ask. In- 
stead, he presents his readers with an impersonal metaphysical being who operates 
through strictly defined spiritual laws. Cho's god of the Fourth Dimension who provided 
his desk, chair and bicycle is not the God of the Bible. 


Prosperity, Seed Faith and the Hundredfold Increase 


The prosperity gospel is a gross distortion of true biblical prosperity; it appeals to the flesh 
and generates an appetite for greed. Those who peddle the system make multiplied mil- 
lions. Like other Faith doctrines, so-called spiritual laws govern prosperity; God is not the 
provider even though His name is used to justify the error. As far as the Faith teachers 
are concerned you can pray for finance until the cows come home but you will never re- 
ceive a penny until you learn the laws governing financial release. Needless to say, the 
Faith teachers hold the keys to your inheritance. 


As with the other doctrines, the prosperity gospel is rooted firmly in the soil of New 
Thought philosophy and comes to us courtesy of Essek Kenyon. He wrote, “You know 
when you take the Name of Jesus Christ for finances to meet an obligation that as sure 
as the Father sits on the throne the money will come” (Kenyon, The Two Kinds of Faith, 
38,39). Tell that to the impoverished Christians of Calcutta! 


Messages of prosperous debt-free living dominate faith publications. Some Faith teachers 
are hard hitting, others moderate, but whatever the presentation, the bottom line is that 
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they want your money. Consider Joyce Meyer’s folksy way of picking pockets. Advertis- 
ing her “Mount up with Wings As Eagles.” She writes: “No Christian should live like a 
chicken — scratching out barely enough for your needs and running in fear when a storm 
comes! You can experience the better plan that God has for your life... a plan for health, 
happiness, prosperity, peace, hope, and VICTORY over every challenge.” (Meyer, Prayer 
Letter, 1998). Needless to say, she does not direct her readers to the Bible, but invites 
them to purchase her taped series to discover the secret! 


John Avanzini is an expert on what he terms ‘biblical economics.’ He claims he has been 
called by God to major on the subject. To prove prosperity is God’s will for you, he holds 
up Joseph as an example. Commenting on the Genesis account he claims that “Joseph 
was not only a money magnet. He was a clothing magnet. A jewelry magnet. A house 
magnet. He attracted wealth to himself. Child of God, prosperity is not a man with mon- 
ey. It’s a man with God. Like Joseph, you too can be a money magnet” (Avanzini, Be- 
liever’s Voice of Victory, Oct 1997, 26). 


Avanzini explains how the prosperity gospel operates: “We speak the blessings into ex- 
istence” How? By sowing seeds of money. “I’m telling you this thing works. It works be- 
cause God’s Word is spiritual, the blessings are spiritual, and when | compare spiritual 
things with spiritual things using words taught by the Holy Ghost, before long, there the 
blessing is before me. The car that | need is no longer up in heaven. It’s right there in my 
driveway.... The way you materialize something is that you begin to speak it out, you 
begin to think it, you begin to believe it with an unwavering faith. You begin to say it like 
God said it, and then God materializes it in front of you through your words, and you have 
it” (Avanzini, Believers Voice of Victory, March 2000, 14). 


Seed faith is practised with consummate ease by all the Faith teachers; it dominates their 
broadcasts, magazines and mail shots (see for example Oral Roberts in 3 Most Important 
Steps to your Better Health and Miracle; also his article “The Importance of Seed Faith” 
in Meyer, Enjoying Everyday Life, March 2004). 


Roberts Liardon claims that “the only power you have over your future is your seed. | 
want you to pray about becoming a Partner with me for 1998” (Liardon, Prayer Letter, 
1998 emphasis in the original). The only hope? By seed, Liardon and his colleagues 
mean money, which has to be sent to them in order to release the blessing to you. By 
partner, the Faith teachers are basically asking you to keep them in business by sending 
them money. 


Avanzini encourages his readers to believe that Jesus “...taught us to expect the thirty- 
fold, sixtyfold and hundredfold return on the spiritual seed we sow in faith” (Based on 
Mark 4:1-32). Seed faith is a key principle in Faith theology. It is one of the major ways 
in which the Faith teachers generate income. Based on a distortion of Mark 10:30, seed 
faith is the principle of giving in kind to receive in kind (money, cars, planes, houses etc). 
As we shall see below, the ‘spiritual seed’ Avanzini refers to is money which his readers 
must sow into his ministry in order to activate God’s heavenly jackpot. And as Hinn and 
others regularly declare “the bigger your need, the bigger your seed.” 


Consider this example of seed faith from German evangelist Reinhard Bonnke. In a re- 
cent mail shot he calls on his prayer partners to give to his missions work and to believe 
God for a financial breakthrough in their own lives as they do so. He writes “It is time 
to DECLARE WAR on your DEBT and believe God for your DOUBLE HARVEST!" 
Taking Zechariah 9:12, "I will restore twice as much to you” out of context, he tells his 
readers that "it is a matter of universal experience that there is a law of sowing and reap- 
ing. He reminds them that "there is a direct connection between our heart and our fi- 
nances" and that "a gift given to God in faith produces MIRACLE RESULTS from heav- 
en." He then leads them in the all too familiar formula for financial release. 


"#1) Pray over your Personal Prayer Sheet before you send it back to me and tell 


God you're ready to believe for your DOUBLE HARVEST from every seed you sow. 
"#2) BE SPECIFIC about the amount of money that you need...the exact amount 
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youre willing to believe God for (in united faith with me). Remember, nothing is too 
big for Him. 

"#3 FINALLY, prayerfully consider following the example of the widow in Luke 1, who 
(in the face of her difficulty) gave to God out of her need. Search your heart. Ask the 
Lord to help you and then give your gift in obedience to His leading" (Bonnke, em- 
phasis in original). 


Among the payment options provided by Bonnke to get out of debt is the usual credit card 
facility! What a contradiction in terms. 


Peter Gammons (British faith teacher) and T. L. Osborn, are just two of the many interna- 
tional evangelists who major on the principles of seed-faith. Interestingly Osborn was in- 
strumental in introducing Benson Idahosa to the “laws of sowing and reaping” which now 
dominate the Church in Nigeria (Osborn in Garlick, 196). How sad, that Nigeria is now 
one of the world's largest producers of Faith teachers. 


One of the most successful practitioners of seed faith, John Avanzini, provides the perfect 
example of how the doctrine of sowing and reaping operates. On a tour of Nigeria, he la- 
mented the lack of impact his teaching was having on his audience. He sought counsel 
from his mentor and companion Morris Cerullo who told him: “John, anyone who teaches 
with me on the foreign field must have a breakthrough ministry.’ | asked ‘What is a 
breakthrough ministry?’ This kind brother told me... in third-world nations... there had to 
be signs and wonders following, or the biblical concepts we taught would not break 
through their traditions.” That night, as Avanzini drooped to his knees in prayer, he 
claims God revealed the key to his ministry. Note in the following account, the familiar 
revelatory process: a visible presence in the room, an audible voice, an over turning of 
traditional theology, and the proof texts to justify the revelation. Avanzini recalls how 


“God visibly manifested Himself to me. Out of a bright, concentrated light, He began 
to speak with an audible voice. With clear, distinct words, He said, ‘John, | have 
heard your prayer, and | am going to give you the breakthrough ministry you have 
asked for.... | have set you apart for the purpose of bringing the end-time message 
of biblical economics to my Church.’ 


“He went on to say that at the end of my teaching session the next day, | was to take 
up a very special offering. He promised he would manifest Himself in it with signs 
and wonders. Our Lord went on to make a statement | had never heard before. It 
was so revolutionary that it sounded unscriptural. He said "| usually cannot multiply 
back to my children the money they give me.’ | asked, ‘Why not Lord? Your Word 
says you will.’ ‘John, | know what my Word says. However, | cannot multiply back 
any offering that is improperly given. My children usually make two mistakes when 
they give to me. First, they seldom give the exact amount | tell them to give. John, 
tell my people / cannot multiply back to them that which they give in disobedience. |f | 
did, / would show honor to their disobedience. There is a second thing my people do 
that stops me from multiplying most of their offerings back to them. My children usu- 
ally give without expecting anything-specific back in return. John, the multiplication of 
money back to the giver is a miracle, and my miracles operate by faith, When my 
people give without expecting anything back, they have not given in faith.’ He then 
repeated to me the words of the Apostle Paul. He said, ‘John, remember, ‘faith is 
the substance of things hoped for...’ (Hebrews 11:11). It is impossible to give to 
me in faith if you expect nothing in return. 


"Tell my people to always follow these two rules when they give: 
1. Always give the amount I tell them to give 
2. Always give, expecting to receive their offering multiplied back to them’ 


"Tell them they must give their offerings in obedience and faith.... From now on, 
when you teach my people these two principles, you will lead them in giving a special 
offering. Clearly direct anyone who cannot be totally obedient not to participate...! 
They must join their faith with yours, believing their offering will be multiplied back to 
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them one hundredfold.... The prayer you speak over the offering must not be a long 
prayer. Just lay your hands on the offering and speak that it be multiplied one 
hundredfold.... That will be your only responsibility in the miracle. My part will be to 
miraculously release the hundredfold return to those who obey.” (Avanzini, Miracle 
Money, 14ff, emphasis in original. This booklet was distributed free of charge to view- 
ers of the God Channel in 1999). 


So powerful was the ‘anointing’ on Avanzini’s prayer for the hundredfold the next day, that 
Cerullo was forced to call a halt to the giving. It is incredible to think that Christians can 
be fooled into believing that a revelation, unknown to the Apostles and hidden from the 
Church for nearly 2000 years, has been ‘supernaturally’ revealed to Avanzini, Roberts, 
Copeland, Savelle, Capps and others. Some Faith teachers are even claiming revelation 
of the thousandfold increase (presumably to keep up with inflation). For those who fail to 
receive their promised blessing, Avanzini and his colleagues provide a list of reasons, di- 
vinely inspired of course! 


Such is their greed that Faith teachers arrogantly believe that the riches of the wicked are 
stored up for the righteous (the Christian). Gloria Copeland explains: “In 1978, Brother 
Charles Capps delivered a prophecy | will never forget. In it, God spoke of the end-time 
transfer of the wealth of the world.... Only the people who have faith for this are going to 
get in on it. Only those who dare to believe will enjoy the fullness of the financial blessings 
God has in store for us these last days.” She claims the beginning of this "end-time trans- 
fer" started some years ago when "the owner of a dog track in Florida gave $1 million to 
Brother Oral Roberts." (G. Copeland, Believers Voice of Victory, May 1999, 21). 


In his book Building a City Church Colin Dye teaches that the end-time Church will be 
financed in the same way, insisting that "We must believe [God] for the release of the 
wicked stored up for the righteous. It is happening already" (Dye, 146). This is post- 
Millennial hype with its false claims that the Old Testament promises of Israel's physical 
restoration are being fulfilled in the Church. 


Healing 


Kenyon provides the bedrock for the Faith Movement's doctrine of healing. He believed 
that the power to heal resided in the mouth of the believer and taught, “You know that 
when you command that disease to stop being that it will stop being” (Kenyon, The Two 
Kinds of Faith, 37). Kenyon instructed his readers to ignore or deny all the symptoms of 
sickness and disease (what he refers to as sense-evidence) and see themselves as 
whole. This is classic metaphysical practice and highly dangerous. 


Unlike Christian Scientists who deny the reality of sickness and disease which they be- 
lieve is the result of wrong thinking, Faith teachers do not generally deny their reality, alt- 
hough some come close to it. Instead they maintain that physical healing is in the atone- 
ment in the same way as the forgiveness of sin. Faith teachers claim it is the divine right 
of every born again believer to live in perfect health and they use texts like Isaiah 53:4,5, 
Matthew 8:16,17, James 5:13,16 to support their position. The quotes that follow are rep- 
resentative of every Faith teacher (and many classic Pentecostalists). Note the telltale 
metaphysical features: the depersonalising of God, the absence of a personal relation- 
ship, denial of God's sovereign will and emphasis on positive confession as the healing 
agent. 


Charles Capps teaches that” When you are sick and confess that you are healed by the 
stripes of Jesus, you are calling for what God has already given you, even though it is not 
yet manifest.... There are some that would say you were lying if you confess you are 
healed when you are sick.... You are not trying to convince anyone you are not sick, but 
you are simply proclaiming what God has said in His Word to be a fact, regardless of your 
present condition” (Capps, God’s Creative Power for Healing, 40; emphasis in original). 
In spite of his disclaimer, Capps' teaching is basic mind over matter philosophy. 


T. L. Osborn, regarded by many as a classic Pentecostalist, absorbed Kenyon's meta- 
physical doctrine of healing uncritically. In his book. Healing the Sick he draws extensive- 
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ly from Kenyon’s book, Jesus the Healer, arguing throughout that people lose their heal- 
ing because they allow their five senses a say in what is going on in their body. He 
claims they depend on their “sense evidence-what they see, feel, or hear" rather than the 
Word of God (Osborn, 105). Referring to the above-mentioned texts, Osborn presents 
the standard Faith doctrine of healing. 


“By these Scriptures we see healing for the BODY in the same atonement as we see 
healing for the SOUL.... [insisting] “...that CHRISTIANS NEED NEVER BE SICK any 
more than they need be sinful... [adding] “that IT IS ALWAYS GOD’S WILL TO HEAL 
[US] PERFECTLY when His perfect conditions are met.” He counsels: “If a dis- 
ease threatens your body, DON’T CONFESS IT! CONFESS THE WORD: ‘With His 
stripes | AM HEALED!’ Say what God says! CONFESS THE WORD!” (Osborn, 35- 
37,9, 102; emphasis in original. His book was produced in 1959 but is still in print 
and standard reading for students of Faith Theology) 


Gloria Copeland teaches the necessity of the believer's divine right to perfect health with 
this extreme statement: “As far as Jesus is concerned, you’re not the sick trying to get 
healed. You're the healed and Satan is trying to steal your health” (G. Copeland Believ- 
ers Voice of Victory, May 1999, 29). 


Yonggi Cho demotes God and deifies man when he claims that the Holy Spirit taught him 
God could not heal without his (Cho's) words. God allegedly taught him: "Don't just beg 
and beg for what you need. Give the word, Let me have the material with which I can 
build miraculous happenings. As | did when creating the world, speak forth. Say ‘let 
there be light,’ or say ‘let there be firmament." Cho shares with his readers the secret he 
had been taught, that "before you give the word [of healing] the Holy Spirit does not have 
the proper material with which to create" (Cho, 74,75). 


On the correlation between divine health and positive confession Capps asserts that “A 
continual affirmation of God’s Word in faith will build into your immune system a super- 
natural anointing that is capable of eliminating sickness and disease in a natural man- 
ner.... God’s Word is LIFE. It is also HEALTH, or medicine to your flesh. God’s Word 
WILL HEAL YOUR BODY, but it does so through spiritual means. Healing can be re- 
ceived into the human spirit through the Word. Once it is conceived there, it permeates 
the physical body.... God's Word is PERFECT SPIRITUAL LAW (Ps 19:7). It is SU- 
PERNATURAL MEDICINE” (Capps, God’s Creative Power of Healing, 7,13; emphasis in 
original). As previously quoted, Quimby taught exactly the same principle. Of the method 
used to heal a patient he wrote, "If | succeed in correcting his errors, | change the fluids 
in his immune system, and establish the patient in health" (Quimby in Dresser). 


Visualisation is an important element in the methodology of Faith healing, as Capps 
demonstrates with the following unbiblical interpretation. “Every time you speak your faith, 
it creates a stronger image inside you. If it is healing you desire, the healing image is 
created by God’s Word and your continual affirmation and agreement with it. Eventually 
that image will be perfected by the Word of God and you will begin to see yourself well.... 
An example of this is found in Mark 5:25-28, where the woman with the issue of blood 
said, if | may touch but his clothes, | shall be whole. She continued to speak until she 
SAW HERSELF WELL! (Capps, God's Creative Power of Healing, 15; emphasis in origi- 
nal). 


Benny Hinn recalls a Kathryn Kuhlman prophecy in which she claimed "the day would 
arrive, before the coming of the Lord, when the power of God would be so great that eve- 
ryone would be healed. 'There will not be one sick saint in the body of Christ..." Hinn 
adds, "Of course, she never saw it, but it will come. The Holy Spirit has convinced me 
of that" (Hinn, 171,172; my emphasis). Amazingly, the ‘spirit’ who revealed this unbiblical 
Manifested Sons doctrine to Kuhlman and Hinn neglected to inform the Apostles, for there 
is no mention in the Scriptures of a physically perfected Body of Christ this side of glory. 
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EPILOGUE 


We close with a story from Terri Pearsons, daughter of the Copelands, who takes us to the 
imaginary world of the Faith Movement. The world we are shown below bears little resem- 
blance to its biblical counterpart, and owes its existence, not to the God of the Bible, but to its 
creator and sustainer, Essek Kenyon. 


“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. But it had become a cold, dark 
void without life.... Then came that voice-the great thundering, mighty voice of God. His 
words broke through the darkness, shattering the silence with a resounding, ‘Let there be 
light!”... Step by step, piece by piece, day by day He spoke, creating the components of 
our world... But... God desired an object for His love-someone to fulfil the burning flames 
of compassion that is Him. So God formed a body... and called him man. In every way, 
God made this man as close to being like Himself as possible.... The first thing they did 
together was plant a garden... Together they worked...The entire world was at Adam’s 
disposal." Then Adam fell. 


“The earth and its fullness had been snatched from Adam, snatched from God. Much 
more heartbreaking was the fact that God had lost contact with His man. Man and all that 
God had prepared for him now served under the fist of a treacherous, unrelenting enemy. 
But... He addressed the problem. He boldly declared the end from the beginning when 
He said to Satan, “Know that there is one coming...’ But how can that One come? God's 
own system had now become His problem. Adam was created to produce his own kind, 
but now that sin had settled in Adam’s spirit, every man would be born... unequipped to 
resist the sin that waited for his soul. The One Who is to come must be above that... 
One born of God. God cannot go back to the earth and create a man as He did in the 
beginning. The ground was no longer His. He'd given it to Adam, who had given it into 
the hands of Satan. In fact, God had no inlet in the earth at all without his underruler, 
man. 


“So God returned to His original source - no, not the earth, but faith-filled words. 
Words released in faith, created this world and man, and would, no doubt, create another. 
So God declared, ‘There is One coming!” Silence. The same, mighty, thundering voice 
that had spoken before rang just as clear. But nothing happened... so it seemed. Why 
didn't His words instantly come to pass like they had before? Why? Opposition. Now 
He's faced with an enemy. Not just any enemy, but one armed with the most powerful 
weapon-man's God given authority. Through man and his new sin nature, Satan was in 
control. Man’s authority-that was the key alright. Satan knew it, and he had deceived his 
way in. Now God was in the same position the devil had been-on the outside looking in. 


“It was man’s words that counted now. So every chance that God had, He got man’s 
attention, because every time He could get man to speak His words, he was one step 
closer to bringing another Adam into the world. One day His eyes fell on Abram... To 
express their commitment to each other, they established a binding agreement-a cove- 
nant of blood in which they gave themselves to one another. Abram was committed in 
faith and obedience to the laws of this agreement, and God committed Himself to pros- 
perity, health and eternal security for Abram and all his seed.. 


“Faith-filled word after faith-filled word, century by century, God continued to lay out 
the plan for man’s redemption through the voices of His prophets.... These grand old 
prophets had no idea that their words, which were God’s word, would one-day give birth 
to the Son of God... on and on they spoke.... For thousands of years they prophesied 
and they spoke and they prayed. Until finally, all had been spoken and heaven fell silent. 
Waiting.... Then a man named Joseph went up... to Bethlehem... to be enrolled with 
Mary, his espoused wife [and] she gave birth to her son... God's faith for a miracle had 
worked... God's faith for a miracle was born. And His Name is JESUS!” 


(Pearsons, 11-15; emphasis in original). 
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CONCLUSION 


It is fifty-six years since Essek Kenyon died. In that short time, an entire generation of Faith 
teachers (and their devotees) has grown up, with little or no knowledge of their spiritual for- 
bear and his famous legacy. Building a shrine to the memory of the man who derived so 
much of his teaching from cultic sources is not in the interests of the Faith teachers. As far as 
they are concerned, it is better to leave people in ignorance on that score, and instead, have 
them believe that God inspired the whole thing. That way, the money will continue to roll in! 


God’s Word plainly warns us that doctrines of demons will invade the Church in the days pre- 
ceding the return of the Lord Jesus. False teachers and false prophets will abound, and they 
do! Given the scale of deception it is very easy to lose heart. So, if your head is reeling from 
all this information, and you do not know what to do, the following tips may be of help. 


i. Don’t panic! Apostasy is a clear sign that the Lord is returning for His beloved Church 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1-4). 


ii. Pray the Lord will graciously restore some to the truth. Perhaps you know people who 
are locked into Copeland, Hagin, Hinn or Meyer. It Is unlikely that they would have 
heard them teach many (if any) of the blasphemies recorded in this paper. Many people 
become defensive, even aggressive, when challenged, and we need wisdom in knowing 
how to approach the subject. Gently point to the underlying errors and remember that in 
some cases you may be dealing with spiritual strongholds. 


iii. Please quote the Faith teachers accurately. There is nothing more unconvincing than 
unsubstantiated statements or comments taken out of context. 


iv. There is no such thing as a "stand alone" doctrine. If someone preaches prosperity— as 
defined above- then they will also preach positive confession, name it and claim it and 
seed faith. The Faith doctrines are inextricably linked. 


v. Unless the Lord is leading you to research, try to avoid an unhealthy interest in Faith 
theology; it really can mess up your mind. 


vi. Do think about buying a simple guide on the subject. These are available in the U.K. 

. Hank Hanegraaff's book Christianity in Crisis is affordable and provides readers 
with a detailed study guide in the appendix. Hanegraaff has also produced a twin 
set of tapes under the same title, which contains actual quotes from the lips of the 
Faith teachers. 


- Ankerberg and Weldon’s The Facts on the Faith Movement is a concise but in- 
expensive guide to the main points. 


vii. Above all, read the Word of God for yourself. 


May the Lord bless you as you “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed 
down to the saints” (Jude 3). 


Andrew D. Robinson 
Pastor, Hazel Grove Full Gospel Church, Stockport 
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